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The American Public Library and the Diffusion of Knowledge by Dr. Wm. 
S. Learned, recently issued under the auspices of the Carnegie Corporation, 
is undoubtedly one of the most important and effective contributions that has 
ever been made to the library cause in America. It is fine merely as a bit of 
library literature. It is equally fine as a masterly statement of the conditions 
and of the logic out of which the public library has thus far developed and 
which are now calling for further development. The library cause owes 
an immeasurable debt to Mr. Carnegie for the lavish use of his money in 
providing homes for libraries. It may be doubted whether any other use of 
his money has meant as much for real progress as its use in the preparation 
and publication of this illuminating and stimulating little book. It is all the 
more significant in that it comes not from a professional librarian but from 
one whose main interest has been that of an educator and who is able to 
speak as an authority in the educational world. It should be in the hands 
of every one who is at all interested either in the public library or in the 
present problem of adult education—Asa Wynkoop. 
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A. L. A. NEWS 


ORTY-EIGHT percent of the people en- 
EF rolled in library schools in October 1924 
were college graduates ; 82 percent had had at 
least one year of college work; and only 15 
percent were without credit for a full year of 
formal education beyond the high school. 
These facts are drawn from data received 
from the library schools by the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship. 

The detailed figures follow: 


Scholastic Preparation of Students Enrolled 
in 18 Library Schools, October 1924 


College graduation ........ 302 48% 
Senior standing or 3 years 
of college work......... 79 13 
Junior standing or 2 years 
of college work ......... 94 15 
Sophomore standing or 1 
year of college work.... 37 6 
512 82% 
3 years of normal school 
WEE Sie steamaus decane 3 
2 years of normal school 
WE ao ede tatiaenseex 8 
1 year of normal school 
GONE ccd dcusavauscdscees 5 
16 3% 
High school graduation or 
its equivalent ........... 93 
Less than high school or its 
OMRivaleNt ..iicciesccccss 0 
93 15% 
NN obs s4oesuseensdeanee 621* 100% 


Forthcoming A.L.A. publications are: Coun- 
ty library service, by Harriet Long; $1.75; 
ready early in March. Viewpoints in mod- 
ern drama, by F. K. W. Drury; price to be 


*522 of these students are expected to com- 
oom a curriculum in library science in June 
1 lb 


announced; ready in March. Booklist books 
1924; heavy paper cover, 45c; without cover 
(orders for the latter received only until 
March 1), 10 copies, $2.50; 25, $4; 50, $7; 
100 or more 10c each; ready in March. 


Twelve specialists are being engaged to pre- 
pare twelve reading courses. Each course will 
consist of a carefully selected list of six or 
eight books arranged for consecutive study, 
preceded by a brief introduction to the subject. 
An effort has been made to choose authors 
who could prepare a course which would have 
a very wide appeal and still be fundamentally 
sound. Three of the authors have promised 
manuscripts for early publication:—W. N. C. 
Carlton, on English literature; Dallas Lore 
Sharp, on American literature; Edwin A. 
Slosson, on The physical sciences. 


A.L.A. Catalog, 1926. A provisional pro- 
spectus sent to members of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, state library 
schools, librarians of small libraries and others 
has brought criticisms, suggestions and points 
of view from those best qualified to estimate 
the uses to which such a catalog is likely to 
be put. From all these comments definite 
plans are being made. Tentative lists will be 
ready in March for sending to specialists in 
certain fields of knowledge and to selected li- 
brarians. With satisfactory co-operation the 
manuscript should be ready for the printer in 
January, 1926. 


library commissions, 


Graded Book List. Dr. Carleton W. Wash- 
burne of Winnetka is having the co-operation 
of about thirty public schools and libraries 
in the collection of data on which his graded 
list of books is to be prepared. Each child 
who reports on a book he has read is given 
the Stanford Silent Reading Test. Children 
are asked to report on all books read. When 
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ballots on one book have been received from 
fifty children the book will be checked against 
certain approved lists. If found on those lists, 
or if it is not on the lists but is approved by 
a special judging committee, the book will be 
graded according to the children’s recorded 
judgments. About thirty thousand copies of 
the Stanford Silent Reading Tests are being 


used and a considerably larger number of 
ballots. 


An all day open meeting of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship will be held at 
the University of California, Berkeley, Cal- 
ifornia, March 4, 1925, during the visits of the 
Board to the western library schools. Every 
one interested in the problems of education for 
librarianship is invited to attend. Definite in- 
formation in regard to the program, time, and 
place of the meeting will be furnished on re- 
quest by Sydney B. Mitchell, chairman, De- 
partment of Library Science, University of 
California, Berkeley, California. 


About 150 new A.L.A. members have been 
enrolled since January 1, 1925, making a total 
membership of more than 6200. 


Ernest J. Reece represented the American 
Library Association at the recent Conference 
on Health Book Promotion called by the Na- 
tional Health Council in New York, December 
2. Health organizations and publishers with 
medical departments were represented. 


An A.L.A. regional meeting will be held at 
Sioux City, Iowa, in October, 1925, at the re- 
quest of the state library associations of Min- 
nesota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Iowa. 


The Eunice Rockwood Oberly Memorial 
Prize, awarded every two years for the best 
original bibliography in the field of agriculture 
or the natural sciences, will be awarded to 
Max Meisel of New York for the first volume 


of his extensive Bibliography on American 
Natural History, described as follows: 
Meisel, Max. 

A bibliography of American natural history ; 
the pioneer century, 1769-1865; the role played 
by the scientific societies; scientific journals; 
natural history museums and botanic gardens; 
state geological and natural history surveys; 
federal exploring expeditions, in the rise and 
progress of American botany, geology, min- 
eralogy, paleontology and zoology. Vol. 1. 


The Premier Publishing Co., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1924. 


244p. 23% cm. Cloth, $5. 

A Bibliography on the Marketing of Agri- 
cultural Products submitted by Emily L. Day, 
Katharine Jacobs, and Margaret T. Olcott, of 
the library staff of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, received honorable mention. 


The Committee on Schemes of Library 
Service met informally with Fred Telford of 
the Bureau of Public Personnel Administra- 
tion during the Chicago Mid-Winter meetings, 
to discuss the tentative report prepared by Mr. 
Telford, based on the first 24 library personnel 
questionnaires received. Mr. Telford urges 
the taking of intelligence tests by librarians to 
determine a fair test for a working basis in 
future personnel work. 


The thanks of all delegates were freely ex- 
pressed to the Chicago Library Club for 
courtesies extended during the Mid-Winter 
Library Conference. 


Extra copies of the Handbook 1924 are ob- 
tainable at 75c each. The price of the Pro- 
ceedings 1924 is $2 to non-members ; members 
may secure extra copies at $1.25. 


Sections and groups meeting in connection 
with the Saratoga Springs conference have 
been invited to send full reports of their meet- 
ings to A.L.A. Headquarters (in addition to 
the condensed reports submitted for publica- 
tion in the Proceedings). A number of these 
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reports have been received and are accessible 
in the A.L.A. files. 


The franc account of the Paris Library 
School Fund was omitted through error from 
the financial reports published in the Novem- 
ber Bulletin. 

The annual financial reports and budgets 
have not yet been completed; they will prob- 
ably appear in the March issue of the Bulletin. 


Delegates to the A.L.A. Conference in Seat- 
tle are invited to visit Portland either before 
or after the Seattle meeting. It is possible 
that some special arrangements will be made 
to show to visitors the city and the Library. 
Persons interested in seeing Portland should 
communicate promptly with Anne M. Mul- 
heron, librarian, Library Association, Port- 
land, Oregon. 


A Bibliography of vocations for college 
women, prepared by Fannie Dunlap and Alice 
Sarah Johnson of the University of Lllinois 
Library, is now appearing serially in the bi- 
monthly News Bulletin of the Bureau of Vo- 
cational Information (2 West 43rd Street, 
New York City), beginning with the issue of 
January 1, 1925. The A.L.A. may obtain re- 
prints for distribution to libraries if sufficient 
interest is shown to justify the expense. 


A meeting of the Fiftieth Anniversary Com- 
mittee was held in the Hotel Sherman, Chi- 
cago, January 1, 1925. The Chairman, Carl 
B. Roden, reported that the A.L.A. Catalog, 
1926 and the Survey are going forward satis- 
factorily, and that some steps have been taken 
lcoking toward participation in the confer- 
ence by foreign delegates. 

Mr. Wheeler presented tentative plans and 
budgets for the 1926 conference exhibits, and 
his report was referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Fiftieth Anniversary Committee. 

The hope was expressed that some means 


would be found for having articles on library 
progress written for publication in the lead- 
ing magazines. 

The possibilities for meeting places in 1926 
were stated to be Philadelphia, and Atlantic 
City with a Philadelphia day. The following 
sub-committee was appointed to assist in pro- 
moting the plans for the 1926 Conference: W. 
W. Bishop, Frank P. Hill, Herbert Putnam, 
E. C. Richardson, Carl B. Roden. 


It is a far cry from the Gaikwar of Baroda 
to the humblest library assistant who has ever 
voiced her feelings in her state commission 
quarterly, but both of these and thousands of 
others are represented in Cannons’ Bibliog- 
raphy of library economy to be published this 
year by the A.L.A. It indexes all library 
periodical literature in the English language 
from 1876 through 1920 and magazines pub- 
lished in all parts of the English speaking 
world, from England to Australia. The thor- 
oughness of the work excites astonishment 
and admiration, while the fact that American 
library literature is as fully indexed as Brit- 
ish gives assurance of the value of the work 
to American libraries. 

The long-heralded textbooks are at last tak- 
ing definite shape. Carl B. Roden reports prog- 
ress on Book selection. John A. Lowe, Brook- 
lyn, has assembled quantities of material for 
use in the preparation of Public library admin- 
istration and has given special attention to the 
case method, seeking the advice of Dr. William 
Russell of Teachers College and Dr. W. W. 
Charters of the University of Pittsburgh. His 
outline has been discussed with the Associa- 
tion of American Library Schools and the 
Editorial Committee. Asa Wynkoop of Al- 
bany expects to complete his manuscript on 
The American public library movement about 
one year from now. Miss Isadore G. Mudge 
has agreed to prepare the fourth textbook 
which will be on Reference work. 
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The best seller among A.L.A. publications 


at present is Joseph L. Wheeler’s The library 
and the community. 


THE SURVEY 

The Yankee curiosity which was displayed 
by the Survey Committee during the summer, 
is bringing excellent results. Every mail 
brings a new batch of answered question- 
naires; the postman on the Union Boulevard 
route, St. Louis, Mo., is heartily in favor of 
the proposed pay increases for mail-carriers ; 
and the Interrogation Office is busily engaged 
in the attempt to transform itself into an In- 
formation Bureau. The 400 or more librarians 
who have already cleared their desks of the 
questionnaire are undoubtedly chuckling as 
they think of the boomerang which they have 
hurled back to the senders. The 2600 who are 
still “doing” the questionnaire are respectfully 
asked to remember that, after all, it is not so 
very much worse than a daily cross-word puz- 
zle; that replies from everybody are needed to 
make the work fully successful; and that they 
are needed as promptly as other duties will 
permit. 

Requests are already beginning to come in, 
for advance information on various questions 
of administration and service. It is too early 
yet to meet such requests satisfactorily, but 
all are invited to make known to the director 
any points on which they would particularly 
like information.. As soon as it may be pos- 
sible, advance information will be sent to such 
inquirers, and such expressions of interest will 
help in giving practical value to the published 


reports. And that is what everyone wants. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 
Members of the Board of Education for 
Librarianship visited the Library School of the 
Carnegie Library of Atlanta on December 19, 
1924. An itinerary including the western 
schools is planned for February 23-March 9, 


1925 and the visits will be completed by a trip 
to the University of Wisconsin school in 
April. 

A study of library school curricula based 
upon official catalogs of the current year is in 
preparation. 

The sub-committee on training class prob- 
lems has been appointed: M. G. Wyer, chair- 
man; Rena Reese, Ethel Sawyer, Marie A. 
Newberry, and Julia Hopkins. This commit- 
tee will co-operate with the A. L. A. Training 
Class Section authorized by the Council on 
January 1. 

The A. L. A. Education Committee has ap- 
pointed Martha Wilson chairman of a sub- 
committee to work with the Board on stand- 
ards for courses for school librarians. 


Advantage is being taken of the offer of the 
Association of American Library Schools to 
co-operate through its committees. 

In 1923 a tentative prospectus for a Na- 
tional School of Library Science in Washing- 
ton, D. C., was issued by a group of local li- 
brarians who had organized for the purpose. 
The Chicago Library Club was occupied dur- 
ing the same period on a proposal for the 
establishment of a graduate school in Chicago. 
The Board conferred on December 17 with 
the Washington group and on December 30 
with Chicago representatives. 

An Advanced School of Librarianship was 
discussed on December 31 at an open meeting 
reported on another page. The program with 
notes on the questions presented was dis- 
tributed widely. It is hoped that all who have 
access to this material will send in their com- 
ments before February 15. 


PARIS LIBRARY SCHOOL 
Mary Parsons, resident director of the Paris 
School, says, “We have had occasion to con- 
fer with two persons who are going to estab- 
lish library schools in other countries, one in 
Europe and one in Asia, and the president of 
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the National Association of Librarians has 
come three times for consultation. The pres- 
ident of another association has asked that a 
representative of the School speak before the 
association, and an Inspector of Libraries came 
from another country to discuss the question 
oi an international conference of librarians. A 
member of the Council of Administration of a 
large library in still another country has asked 
permission to send two assistants to be pro- 
fessionally trained, and has asked us to rec- 
ommend to him a chief librarian. 


“We have not only had visits from librarians 
from neighboring countries, such as Italy, 
Belgium, and Holland, but some have come 
to us from Rumania, Esthonia, and China. The 
librarian of the Library of the University of 
Jerusalem came to see us last summer, and has 
now sent one of his assistants to follow our 
course in order to aid in organizing the library 
at Jerusalem. 


“This year we have admitted to the School 
only students who hold brevet superieur or 
baccalaureat diplomas, or who have passed 
satisfactory examinations. Next year to be 
admitted to the examination applicants must 
present diplomas showing completion of sec- 
ondary studies, brevet superieur, baccalaureat 
or other higher degrees. Faculty action must 
be taken to admit exceptional students to the 
examination. 


“It is interesting to note that in the present 
class one student has presented his thesis for 
dector’s degree at the University of Leopol, 
and another is a former student of Saint Cyr. 
One student reads easily eight languages and 
speaks five, and another reads seven languages 
and speaks five. Nearly all of the students 
speak at least three or more languages. 


“The librarian of the Municipal Library of 
Montlugon has been sent by his Mayor to the 
School and his salary is paid during the course. 
One of the towns in the neighborhood of 


Montluson realized the opportunity too late 
so the young man who is appointed librarian 
there is following the course as an auditeur 
libre.” 

The Paris Library School announces the 
following scholarships, award being made by 
the Sous-comité d’Action du Comité fran- 
cais de la Bibliothéque Moderne (with the 
approval of the director and resident direc- 
tor) : 

The Indiana Scholarship of 1,000 francs 
monthly for 8 months to André Chamson, 
archiviste-paleographe, Ecole Nationale des 
Chartes. 

Overseas Scholarship of 150 francs monthly 
for 8 months to Marthe Charlot, who has the 
following diplomas: brevet superieur, cer- 
tificat d’aptitude pedagogique, baccalaureat 
(latin-langues-philosophie) and who has or- 
ganized libraries, in different “Foyers du Sol- 
dat de l'Union franco-americane.” 

Through gain in exchange on scholarship 
funds, it was possible also to award minor 
scholarships to the following: 

Helene Zipper, who has already presented 
her these de doctorat at the University of 
Leopol. She was an assistant in the Jewish 
National Library at Jerusalem and was sent 
especially by the librarian to take this course. 

Suzanne Smelten who has the diploma as 
“institutrice primaire,” Brussels, and has been 
an assistant at Il’Heure Joyeuse library in 
Brussels. 


Nearly 200 libraries now have standing or- 
ders for all A.L.A. publications. More than 
half of these orders have been placed within 
the last few months. 


A number of library commissions and pub- 
lic libraries have placed quantity orders for 
Children’s books for general reading ; the Mas- 
sachusetts Library Commission, for example, 
having ordered 250 copies. 











A. L. A. CONFERENCE, 1925 


SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, 
July 6-July 11, 1925 


The Forty-sEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
of the American Library Association will be 
held at Seattle, Washington, July 6 to July 11, 
1925. The Olympic Hotel will be head- 
quarters. 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


Tentative plans of the Program Committee 
provide for four general sessions. The plan 
followed at Saratoga Springs, of allowing one 
period each day free from formal meetings 
was so approved and appreciated that it will 
probably be repeated this year. 

It is expected that one general session will 
be devoted to school libraries. Another is 
to be a symposium on library extension, which 
will include a consideration of children’s li- 
brary work from the standpoint of library ex- 
tension. A third general session will be on 
adult education, and another, the opening ses- 
sion, will be given over to the president’s 
address. 

An evening will be set aside for the groups 
which wish to arrange for dinner meetings— 
library schools and others. 

Formal meetings will begin Monday and 
conclude Friday evening in order to permit 
delegates to start Saturday morning on the 
Alaska trip (see next page). 

Many of the meetings will be held in the 
headquarters hotel, which has an assembly 
room seating 1200, and seven other meeting 
rooms accommodating 75 to 400 persons. The 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce, also available 
and close by, has an auditorium seating 300, 
so that there is ample space within, and in the 
immediate vicinity of, the headquarters hotel. 

The Olympic is a new hotel. It has 600 
guest rooms, spacious lobby, attractive res- 


taurant, numerous private dining rooms, grill 
room and cafeteria. The hotel district of Seat- 
tle is in two well defined sections of the city; 
these two hotel areas are about three-fourths 
of a mile apart, and the Olympic is half way 
between, so that it is centrally situated with 
respect to other hotels. 

A list of hotels with rates will be printed in 
the March Bulletin. Reservations will begin 
April 1. All requests for reservations should 
be addressed to Ralph Munn, Public Library, 
Seattle, Washington. 


EXHIBITS 


Arrangements will be made for commercial 
and official exhibits. All prospective exhibitors 
should communicate with E. O. Fontaine, 86 
East Washington St., Chicago. 


TRAVEL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The approximate prices of rail and pullman 
travel as given in the November Bulletin 
(page A20) are probably the rates which will 
prevail next summer for our trip. 

The route of special party travel will be 
from New York over the Baltimore and Ohio 
R. R., via Washington to Chicago; the Bur- 
lington route thence to St. Paul-Minneapolis, 
where on the forenoon of July 1 the party will 
be entertained by the librarians of the Twin 
Cities. Special train will leave Minneapolis at 
1:00 p. m. over the Great Northern Ry., due 
at Glacier National Park July 2 at 9:00 p. m., 
where the night will be spent at the Glacier 
Park Hotel, (room with bath). The two-day 
trip through the Park will be by auto to Many 
Glacier Hotel via St. Mary Chalets, where the 
second night will be spent and opportunity 
given during the afternoon for sight seeing 
there, (or for $4.00 a saddle horse trip to 
Iceberg Lake). The second day includes auto- 
mobile and launch to Going-to-the-Sun-Chalets, 
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and return to Glacier Park Hotel for evening 
dinner ; our special train leaving the hotel at 
7 :00 p. m., due in Seattle Sunday night, July 5. 

Register for the train as follows: New Eng- 
land delegates with F. W. Faxon, 83 Francis 
Street, Boston; North Atlantic States dele- 
gates with Franklin H. Price, Free Library, 
Philadelphia; Central States with John F. 
Phelan, Chicago Public Library; those from 
Missouri, Iowa and points west of Chicago, 
who will join party at St. Paul, register with 
Charles H. Brown, Iowa State College Li- 
brary, Ames. Registration will be taken to in- 
clude the Glacier National Park trip, and room 
mate should be named. Mr. Faxon will attend 
to the rooming on the Park trip. The latter 
costs $32.50 including hotels, meals, auto and 
launch. 


Post Conference Parties 


A. Alaska (immediate registration neces- 
sary, with Mr. Faxon, depositing $25.00). 

B. Rainier National Park (register soon 
with C. W. Smith, University of Washington 
Library, Seattle, Washington). 


Alaska 


(About $100.; $35. extra for trip inland.) 

The Alaska trip is now assured, about 80 
already being registered. Others intending to 
go must notify Mr. Faxon at the earliest pos- 
sible moment or space on the steamer will not 
be available. 

The party will leave Seattle Saturday 
morning, July 11, for Vancouver, taking from 
there the steamer for Alaska Saturday evening. 
There will be two hours for sight seeing at 
Victoria en route to Vancouver. Formal 
meetings will be concluded Friday evening. 

This never-to-be-forgotten 2000 mile cruise 
in land-locked waters with mountains on either 
side is an opportunity that we shall not have 
soon again. Glaciers, snow capped mountains, 
baby icebergs, quaint towns, Totem poles, and 
daylight until long after bed time, and many 


beautiful summer flowers are some of the at- 
tractions. We shall see Alert Bay, Prince 
Rupert, Ketchikan, Wrangell, Juneau (Alas- 
ka’s capital), and Skagway. 

It may be possible to make a two-day ex- 
cursion inland from Skagway (cost $35. ex- 
tra) which seems so well worth while that 
reservations are requested for it. The White 
Pass & Yukon Ry. takes a scenic course up 
over White Pass to the international boundary, 
thence for 27 miles along the shores of Lake 
Bennett to Carcross where transfer to a 
steamer is made. All the afternoon the trip 
leads inland giving wonderful views of high 
mountains and the primeval Alaskan interior. 
Night is spent on this steamer at West Taku 
Arm, and the trip back to the steamer at 
Skagway is made the next day. As the ac- 
commodations of the Taku Arm steamers are 
limited and bookings are already coming in 
for July, immediate payment of $35. must be 
made with Mr. Faxon for this side trip. 


Rainier National Park 


Mt. Rainier is about 90 miles from Seattle, 
and a post-conference, three-day trip there is 
planned for those not going to Alaska. Party 
leaves Seattle July 11, 7:30 a. m. by train for 
Ashford, and goes thence by auto-stage into 
the Park to Paradise Inn, high on the side of 
the wonderful mountain. With the prospect 
of guidance by a professor of the department 
of Geology of Washington University, the A. 
L. A. party will have a most interesting and 
instructive trip, and a fine rest as well. The 
summer flowers beside the snow banks, the 
Nisqually Glacier, and opportunity to climb 
Mt. Rainier make such a trip alluring. Total 
expense from Seattle and return, July 11 a. m. 
to July 14, evening, about $36. Register as 
soon as possible for this trip with Charles W. 
Smith, University of Washington Library, 
Seattle, Washington, as the tentative reserva- 
tions now made must be definitely confirmed, 
that rooms may be had at Paradise Inn. 
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In General 


Summer excursion rates to Seattle are good 
by any route, whether delegates go with spe- 
cial party or not. Stop-overs returning are 
liberally provided. 

For details and reservations, address mem- 
bers of Travel Committee: 


F. W. Faxon, 83 Francis St., Back Bay, Bos- 
ton, Mass., Chairman. 


FRANKLIN H. Price, Philadelphia Free Li- 
brary, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Joun F. Pueran, Public Library, Chicago. 


Cuar.tes H. Brown, Iowa State College Li- 
brary, Ames, Iowa. 


CHICAGO MID-WINTER MEETINGS 


The Mid-Winter Library Meetings at the 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago, were attended by 
more than 400 persons. 

The A.L.A. Council held three sessions, all 
open to members of the Association; Execu- 
tive Board, four sessions; Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship, one open meeting and 
three executive sessions; Adult Education 
Commission, three meetings; university li- 
brarians, librarians of large public libraries, 
Editorial Committee, two sessions each; As- 
sociation of American Library Schools, Bib- 
liographical Society of America, catalogers, 
college librarians, Committee on Schemes of 
Library Service, Fiftieth Anniversary Com- 
mittee, hospital librarians, League of Library 
Commissions, normal school librarians, Survey 
Committee, one session each. 


COUNCIL 
January 1-3, 1925 
First Session 
A meeting of the Council of the. American 
Library Association was held in the Hotel 
Sherman, Chicago, Illinois, Thursday, January 


1, 1925, at 10:15 a.m. H.H. B. Meyer, Pres- 
ident, presided. 


Standing Committees 


C. B. Lester, chairman of the Committee on 
Committees, stated that Section 20 of the Con- 
stitution provides that the chairman of each 
standing committee shall be a member of the 
Council; that there has been no interpretation 


or accepted definition of a standing committee, 
and that the matter of interpretation was 
referred to the Committee on Committees. He 
called attention to this statement in Carl B. 
Roden’s report of 1921 (Annual Reports 1921, 
p. 27): “The common definition of a standing 
committee is one appointed for the considera- 
tion of an entire group or class of subjects as 
against a single or special topic or problem.” 

Mr. Lester and his Committee considered the 
rules of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate of the United States and Robert’s Par- 
liamentary Law and defined a standing com- 
mittee as “one having indefinitely continuing 
functions in some general field.” Mr. Lester 
offered a tentative grouping of the A.L.A. 
Committees (based on the information avail- 
able as to their present functions) under two 
heads :—standing and special. 

Discussion followed as to whether the fol- 
lowing committees should be included in the 
list of standing committees :—Salaries Com- 
mittee, Committee on Library Revenues, the 
Committee on Ventilation and Lighting of Li- 
brary Buildings, Oberly Memorial Fund Com- 
mittee and the Committee on Resources of 
American Libraries. 

It was 

Voted, That the Salaries Committee and the 
Committee on Library Revenues be added to 
the list of standing committees of the Associa- 
tion. 

Voted, That the Committee on the Oberly 


Memorial Fund be omitted from the list of 
standing committees. 
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V oted, That the name of “Decimal Classifi- 
cation Advisory Committee” be changed to 
“Committee on Classification.” 

Voted, That the Committee on Resources of 
American Libraries be added to the list of 
standing committees. 

Voted, That the list of standing committees 
presented by Mr. Lester be adopted as 
amended. 

The standing Committees of the Association, 
according to this vote, are: 


Affiliation of Chapters with the A.L.A. 
Bibliography 

Board of Education for Librarianship 
Bookbinding 

Book Buying 

Cataloging 

Civil Service Relations 
Classification 

Committee on Committees 
Constitution and By-Laws 

Editorial 

Education 

Federal and State Relations 

Finance 

Hospital Libraries 

Institution Libraries 

International Relations 

Legislation 

Library Administration 

Library Co-operation with Hispanic Peoples 
Library Revenues 

Membership 

Public Documents 

Publicity 

Recruiting for Library Service 
Resources of American Libraries 
Salaries 

Ways and Means 

Work with the Blind 

Work with the Foreign Born 


Training Class Section 


A petition to the Council from training class 
instructors asking that a training class section 
be created was presented by George B. Utley, 
chairman of a special committee appointed to 
consider the petition. Mr. Utley recommended 
approval of the request. 

Mary Eileen Ahern opened the discussion, in 
which Adah Whitcomb, Frank P. Hill, Joseph- 


ine A. Rathbone and Purd B. Wright took 
part. 
It was 


Voted, That the request for a Training 
Class Section be granted. 


German Book Exhibit 


Theodore W. Koch announced an exhibit 
of 10,000 German books which was made under 
the auspices of the German publishers’ associa- 
tion under the leadership of Dr. Edwin 
Schuler and four associates. 

Mr. Koch stated that a catalog of the ex- 
hibit had been prepared from cards and printed 
in six days by reproducing the typewritten 
sheets in the same method as the Literary 
Digest was printed a few years ago during 
the printers’ strike. Members of the Associa- 
tion were invited by the German visitors to 
see the exhibit. 


A.L.A. Headquarters Building 


Edward D. Tweedell, chairman of the Com- 
mittee quoted the resolution adopted at Hot 
Springs: “That the Executive Board recom- 
mends to the Council that no further action be 
taken on this question until sufficient funds 
have been accumulated to indicate that the 
erection of a headquarters building may be- 
come a possibility,” and stated that the ques- 
tion has arisen whether this is sufficient au- 
thorization for the accumulation of a building 
fund. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Council approve the ac- 


cumulation of a fund for a future A.L.A. 
Headquarters building. 


Brussels Institute 


The chairman of the Committee on Bibliog- 
raphy, E. C. Richardson, made the following 
remarks : 

“Pending more careful inquiry into the mat- 
ter, let me say that the reorganization of June 
which appears to have resolved the Institute 
into a general organization which is to carry 
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out concrete work within the lines of the 
agreement with the League Committee, and 
various national sections or correspondents, 
seems quite in the right direction. 

“The final working out of M. Godet’s sub- 
committee of the League was highly intelli- 
gent and practical. It seemed to put things in 
shape for promotion. 

“The proposed new organization was to be 
adopted by the League Committee as its agent 
and representative for bibliographical matters 
including a well defined group of operations 
taken over from the old Institute. 

“The League was to make a very modest con- 
tribution to its budget, and offer the aid and 
encouragement of its prestige in the raising of 
funds, and the enlistment of concrete co-opera- 
tion. If this is put into vigorous operation, 
there seems to be great potentialities in this. 
It, seems to have actual relations with other in- 
tefnational organizations—at least with the 
five that are printed on the cover of the 
Bulletin. From the circular which the Pres- 
ident showed me, it would seem that the plan 
of re-organization is to have national sections 
and to parcel out certain enterprises among 
them. 

“At this point there comes a difficulty or 
question as to what the relation of these na- 
tional bodies is to the similar bodies which the 
League Committee is attempting to form, the 
League idea being to form a national centre, 
of which bibliographical research and educa- 
tional associations should form part, and con- 
tradictory to the idea of a central biblio- 
graphical institution with national branches. 

“No, I did not find that American libraries 
are really interested in the work of the Insti- 
tut. Whether they should be or not, depends 
altogether, as it seems to me, on the question 
of effective operation. If it operates or can be 
made to operate effectively, it does work which 
ought to be done, and which can be done only 
by universal co-operation. American libraries 
are deeply committed to library co-operation 
on every scale. The coming anniversary ac- 
cents the co-operative aspect of its foundation 
and world circumstances point to making this 
international. We have maintained interna- 
tional committees for half our existence as an 
Association. All of us, of whatever party, 
are committed to the idea that whether or not 
we can take an organic part in the League, 


it is our business to do all that we can to pro- 
mote international working together. Here 
there appears to turn up precisely the oppor- 
tunity. By promoting the Institute, we co- 
operate with the League without working in 
it, and might do it in a very full way. With 
reasonable support and energy it could be cer- 
tainly made practical and perhaps on a very 
large scale. 

“The question of what our relations with it 
should be depends on what the facts prove to 
be. If it is made concrete in a practical work- 
ing body, we should, as a profession, take it 
up as a matter to promote in every possible 
way. If it works, it should be made to do the 
whole thing as it ought to be done. If it is 
feeble or mediocre, it stands in the way of the 
solution of the general problem of organizing 
our chaos of book material. As representatives 
of the several libraries, we ought to at least 
be willing to do some concrete co-operation 
work as well as insist that this work be con- 
tributory to something real and not frittered 
on operations and inquiries which do not con- 
tribute directly to big and practical results. 
As a library association, I think that we might, 
at the present moment give very definite in- 
quiry to the matter through the committees 
and then by discussion with the following pro- 
gram: 1. Find what the League Committee 
and the Institut, individually or jointly, are 
doing, proposing to do, or disposed to do; 
2. Discuss in joint meeting of Committee and 
Executive Board, or in the Council, if prac- 
ticable, what share in these plans we can take 
or what modification of them will enable us 
to co-operate with cordiality; 3. Get some 
provisional support from the Foundations con- 
ditioned on the international body making the 
adjustments which promise effective results; 
4. Co-operate if they do, drop it if they don’t. 
We might make an epoch of our fiftieth anni- 
versary, if we could pull off an effective prac- 
tical institution for actual and strictly inter- 
national matters. 

“(This memorandum is interim information 
only—not the Committee report asked.)” 

After discussion and the presentation of a 


letter from Melvil Dewey the following reso- 
lutions were adopted: 


Resolved: That the Council looks with cor- 
dial interest on all efforts to form a practical 
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working center for concrete undertakings in 
international library and bibliographical mat- 
ters and regards with peculiar respect the un- 
wearied effort of the Brussels Institute to 
realize certain sound and recognized ideals. 

That in the adoption of the League Com- 
mittee on Intellectual Co-operation of the re- 
organized Institute as its agent in certain mat- 
ters, the Council recognizes also the possible 
opportunity for that co-operation with the 
League Committee and other European agen- 
cies, without political complications or ques- 
tion of membership in the League, for which 
Americans are confessedly on the alert. 

That the Council therefore recommends to 
the Executive Committee expression of warm 
interest and approval in principal of the effort 
to organize practical international co-operation 
in concrete matters of library concern, and 
that the A.L.A. committees on Bibliography 
and on International Relations fully inves- 
tigate the practical bearings of all the going 
efforts and the attitude of the British and Con- 
tinental library associations toward these ef- 
forts and the general proposition; and, further, 
that these committees be asked to give diligent 
attention to the matter with a view to some 
early practical share by the A.L.A. in con- 
crete plans for co-operation and in particular 
in those of the International Institute of 
Bibliography. 


Legal Opinion on the Use of War Funds 


J. I. Wyer, a member of the Committee on 
the Transfer of Library War Service Activi- 
ties, presented briefly the history leading up to 
the resolution adopted by the Council: “That 
the Committee on the Transfer of Library 
War Service Activities inquire into the legal- 
ity of appropriating a substantial sum from 
the balance now in the war funds to the re- 
building of the Louvain Library and report 
at the next annual A.L.A. meeting.” He re- 
ported that the Executive Board formally ex- 
pressed its belief “that expenditures from the 
balance of the War Work Funds must be gov- 
erned by paragraph 4 of the memorandum of 
the Committee of Eleven which reads: ‘The 
seven organizations shall severally assume as 


nearly as may be their respective proportionate 
shares of responsibility for work to be done, 
and all expenditures of money shall be strictly 
in accord with their respective War Work 
activities and none of the Fund shall be ex- 
pended for general non-war work or for per- 
manent structures or establisments or for en- 
dowments,’ etc.” He then presented the legal 
opinion of the attorneys of the Association, 
Cutler and Parker of 
Chicago. The opinion, written by T. S. Chap- 
man, based largely on the memorandum of the 
Committee of Eleven (quoted above), for 
funds, is in part as follows: 

“I am familiar with the source of the War 
Work Fund, and am of the opinion that the 
Association can not with propriety make any 
grant of the nature suggested. Such funds 
were contributed for the purpose of enabling 
the Association to afford library facilities to 
American soldiers, sailors and marines dur- 
ing the world war. In so far as the specific 
purpose for which these funds were contrib- 
uted has ceased to exist, the Association in 
duty and in good morals and in law is bound 
to apply any unexpended funds to a purpose 
as nearly similar as possible to the said pri- 
mary purpose.” 


Messrs. Chapman, 


Mr. Wyer moved that this communication be 
taken as expressing the sense of the Council 
in the matter referred to it a year ago. 

Frank P. Hill seconded the motion and in 
doing so submitted a legal opinion from T. L. 
Frothingham. 

Mr. Frothingham based his opinion upon the 
original Charter of the United War Work 
Campaign which includes the following state- 
ment: 


“To promote the mental, moral, and physical 
welfare of the military and naval forces of 
the United States and of the countries asso- 
ciated with the United States in the war of 
all persons aiding the United States and the 
countries associated with it in the prosecu- 
tion of the war, and for such purposes to so- 
licit, hold and disburse funds; to co-operate 
with and extend financial or other aid or as- 
sistance to such individuals, corporations, as- 
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sociations or institutions as are now or may 
hereafter be engaged in furthering the pur- 
poses above named, or any or either of them.” 


In his opinion the use of some of the War 
Funds for the rebuilding of the Library at 
Louvain would be entirely proper. Referring 
to the Charter Mr. Frothingham says: 


“So far as I know there was no other for- 
mal statement of the purposes for which the 
War Fund was raised. If this be so, then 
each of the constituent organizations was and 
is at liberty to use the War Fund for any of 
the purposes above specified falling within the 
scope of its own particular activities.” 


The opinions in full are on file at A.L.A. 
Headquarters and are available upon request. 

Dr. Hill offered the following substitute mo- 
tion: 

That both opinions be received and referred 
to the Executive Board. 

The substitute motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 

On motion by Dr. Hill, it was 


Voted, That it is the sense of the Council 
that the work of the Executive Board and of 
this special committee is entirely satisfactory 
and that we approve of the conduct of that 
work and appeal to them to go on with it. 


The motion was seconded and carried. 


Evans Bibliography 


Theodore W. Koch, chairman, reported that 
in the opinion of Charles Evans the Committee 
has practically completed what it was com- 
missioned to do, namely, to secure enough sub- 
scriptions to Evans’ American Bibliography to 
warrant the compiler’s going ahead with prep- 
arations for the printing of volume 9. Mr. 
Evans wished to express his deep apprecia- 
tion of the co-operation of the A.L.A. and the 
prompt response which a number of libraries 
have made to the Committee’s appeal. He 
hopes the ninth volume will be published be- 
fore the next annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion in July, 1925. Any subscriptions received 
from now on will be to the benefit of al! sub- 


scribing libraries by keeping down the cost of 
the new volumes as issued. 


Sabin Bibliography 


H. M. Lydenberg, speaking on behalf of E. 
H. Anderson, chairman of the Sabin Bibliog- 
raphy Committee, said that the Committee 
has secured action from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion by which $7,500 is to be provided as a 
revolving fund to be administered by the 
Bibliographical Society of America for the 
promotion of bibliographical enterprises. 

On behalf of Mr. Anderson he submitted his 
request that the Committee, on the completion 
of the Sabin Bibliography, be discharged. The 
report was received and President Meyer 
stated that the Executive Board had taken the 
necessary action. 


Dictionary of American Biography 


At President Meyer’s request J. I. Wyer 
spoke of the gift by the editor and owner of 
the New York Times of funds sufficient to 
prepare a Dictionary of American Biography 
comparable to the Dictionary of national bi- 
ography on the other side. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the A.L.A. learns with keen 
interest and enthusiasm of the gift of Mr. 
Adolph S. Ochs of $500,000 for the prepara- 
tion of a scholarly and adequate Dictionary of 
American Biography. It desires to record its 
appreciation of this generous provision for an 
essential and much needed work of reference, 
and to assure the board of management and 
the editor of the new project of all possible 
co-operation from the American Library As- 


sociation and from individual libraries and li- 
brarians. 


The meeting adjourned. 


Second Session 


The second session of the Council was held 
in the Hotel Sherman, Friday, January 2, 
1925, at 10:20 a. m. 

President Meyer presided. 
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Board of Education for Librarianship 


Adam Strohm, chairman of the Board, 
presented an informal report of the work 
of the Board since last July. 


Mr. Strohm said, “The Board has held three 
regular meetings, the first in July at Saratoga 
Springs immediately after its appointment ; the 
second on September 4 and 5 in Chicago; and 
the third December 30 in Chicago. Informal 
meetings have been held as opportunity offered 
during the visits to the library schools. At the 
September meeting, Adam Strohm was elected 
chairman for the year. Ballots drawn to fix 
terms of service resulted as follows: Member 
for one year, Malcolm G. Wyer; member for 
two years, Harrison W. Craver; member for 
three years, Elizabeth M. Smith; member for 
four years, Adam Strohm; member for five 
years, Andrew Keogh. 

“Library school visits. Since the Board 
felt that it could not fairly go forward with 
its duties in respect to existing library schools 
without a more intimate acquaintance with 
them, it was decided that visits to all the 
schools should be made during the current 
year. Accordingly, during the past three 
months Board members have visited eleven 
schools and will cover the remaining ones as 
soon as the plans now under consideration can 
be concluded. 

“The Board wishes to record its apprecia- 
tion of the splendid spirit of helpfulness shown 
by the schools, the cordial reception given to 
the visitors, and the many arrangements made 
for their comfort. It is believed that the value 
of these visits to the future work of the Board 
cannot be over-estimated. 

“An advanced school of librarianship. 
An interesting problem brought to the atten- 
tion of the Temporary Library Training 
Board but of necessity deferred has pressed 
its claims upon the Board of Education for 
Librarianship. The need for a graduate school 
of librarianship may be debatable, but it has 
so impressed itself upon two organized groups 
of librarians as to produce in each case a 
formal document presenting more or less defi- 
nite proposals. In 1923 a tentative prospectus 
for a national school of library science in 
Washington, D. C., was issued by a group of 
local librarians who had organized themselves 
for the purpose of forwarding such plans 


“The Chicago Library Club has given less 
publicity to its work, but while the Washing- 
ton librarians were working out their scheme, 
this club was occupied on an equally serious 
proposal for the establishment of a graduate 
school in Chicago. 

“For the purpose of securing a wider ex- 
pression of opinion from the profession at 
large, the topic, An Advanced School of Li- 
brarianship, was selected for discussion at the 
open meeting of the Board last Wednesday. 
The serious consideration given at the meeting 
to all phases of the topic confirms the previous 
experience of the Board in according to such 
open meetings great value and significance. 

“Job analysis. The Board has undertaken 
a careful investigation of the possible advan- 
tages to be derived from a job analysis of 
library work in respect to the problem of the 
Board. The advice of prominent librarians 
and educators and of disinterested experts has 
been sought, and as a result the Board has 
become a strong advocate of a job analysis. 
This analysis of library work would give the 
analyst a scientific basis for determining the 
entrance requirements, curricula, methods of 
instruction, nature and form of textbooks, etc., 
needed by library schools. 

“Library schools. Changes in entrance 
requirements and curricula as reported by the 
library schools all point toward the adoption 
of higher standards as set forth in the Tem- 
porary Library Training Board report. 

“Co-operation. The Board highly appre- 
ciates the offers and manifestations of co- 
operation coming from various organized 
groups and individuals. The duties of the 
Committee on Library Training and National 
Certification and Training have been trans- 
ferred to the Board as authorized by the 
Council at the request of the Committees. 
The Education Committee has appointed a 
sub-committee to confer with the Board in re- 
gard to education for school library adminis- 
tration. Following the suggestion of the 
chairman of the Sub-committee of the Pro- 
fessional Training Section on Standards for 
Training Classes, the Board has appointed 
Malcolm G. Wyer chairman of a sub-com- 
mittee of five members to study training class 
problems in preparation for the more intensive 
study to be made next year. 

“A distinct effort is being made through the 
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A.L.A. Bulletin and library periodicals to 
keep members of the profession informed of 
the activities of the Board, and the expressed 
reaction of individual members to the prob- 
lems under consideration is most heartily wel- 
comed. 

“We have heard some criticism implying 
that our library school visits are.a little 
superficial. When we are through with our 
library school visits and our meetings, we will 
have given individually at least two months 
out of our time, which is really under con- 
tract with other public educational institu- 
tions. We endeavor to make the visits in a 
body, first, from the sense of importance of 
the undertaking ; second, as a mark of respect 
to the schools; and finally for the greater 
benefit that can be derived from observations 
made from different points of view and from 
the subsequent discussion of the impressions 
gained. Although it is true that the Board 
actually spends one day only in each school, 
the number of minds present to record im- 
pressions must be considered. Most of us 
have had the privilege of knowing the direct- 
ing powers of these schools for a good many 
years. That counts. We have had the bene- 
fit of dealing with the graduates from a good 
many of these schools. That again ought to 
count. 

“We are thoroughly in agreement with the 
implied criticism that we did not see every- 
thing. Indeed, we could spend a week not 
only pleasantly but profitably in discussing 
matters with the faculties, in observing their 
methods, their resources, and in absorbing the 
forces and the spirit characteristic of the in- 
stitution. It may be observed that the hos- 
pitality and courtesy of the schools in placing 
everything at our disposal was unlimited. 

“We have heard that the Board should not 
dictate to the schools what they must teach. 
I am sure that we should not, and I am equally 
sure that we do not have it in mind. We are 
not going to prescribe any curriculum. The 
best that we can hope to do is to formulate 
minimum standards. 

“One duty that we must discharge is to 
present a careful statement of the needs of the 
service, leaving that statement with the author- 
ities of the schools to act upon as may seem 
expedient to them. 

“We are under obligation to render an offi- 


cial report to the Council. A confidential re- 
port of our findings in regard to each individ- 
ual school will be sent to that school alone, 
as a matter of discharging our responsibility 
to that school. I may say that in regard to 
those schools which have been visited we have 
not yet finished our research work. We are 
trying to secure constructive criticism from 
other competent sources. 

“May I give you some personal impressions ? 
Every school that we visited was under-fi- 
nanced. I am approaching something like 
twenty-five years in library service. Looking 
back over those years, it is staggering to real- 
ize the tremendous amount of money invested 
in library service in America in mere physical, 
tangible things, personnel, books, and so forth. 
During this period of years, the number of 
library schools has increased, but their assets 
are pathetically behind the growth of resources 
in the service. It is regrettable in many ways, 
but latterly I have been thinking that perhaps 
it is a fortunate thing after all. It is not a 
great test to go ahead in a big drive when 
one has everything, plenty of people, plenty of 
money, and plenty of ammunition. The spirit 
developed by these little groups in holding 
ground has become one of their big assets. 
Indeed, I feel that this spirit evident in the 
leadership has imbued the students with self- 
forgetfulness in service. There seem to be 
better days coming. Some of these schools, 
it must be stated, keep afloat very much on 
the spirit, the experience, and the personality 
of the leaders. There is a limit, and the day 
of surrender may come. The Board of Edu- 
cation has attempted so far as it felt there 
was merit to impress these facts upon the 
powers connected with the schools. 

“All of my observations lead up to the need 
which I feel with the deepest intensity, the 
need for an advanced library school. One 
feature of our visits convinced me of this 
need. On various occasions we were in con- 
ference with official and worthy representatives 
of the educational institutions with which the 
library schools are connected. Naturally dur- 
ing these conferences we met with no dis- 
courtesy, but we felt a reaction when we be- 
gan to inquire whether or not they would give 
proper recognition to the library profession. 
We felt very quickly that some of them would 
not take the suggestion seriously. For in- 
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stance, one dean said, ‘Why should librarians 
ask for recognition or why should we give it? 
Have they made the contributions which must 
be made by those of us who are accorded 
academic rank in universities and colleges?’ I 
believe that we should have an advanced li- 
brary school for the very reason that we need 
to improve our standing in the educational 
world. 

“I feel that our recognition by municipal 
budget boards, our recognition in communities, 
our recognition outside of our own service 
must begin with recognition by other educa- 
tional organizations. Until we get that we 
will not be taken very seriously by other ele- 
ments in our communities or elsewhere, and if 
I am not mistaken, the only judgment that 
counts is the judgment of experts in educa- 
tional matters. 

“We shall need highly trained minds to ap- 
ply the suggestions which the Commission on 
the Library and Adult Education recommends 
for developing this field of library service. 
Where are we going to get them? I think an 
advanced school would furnish a partial sup- 
ply. Such a school would attract the best 
minds, students who are ambitious to reach the 
highest development. They will choose the 
institution, the school, which gives promise of 
developing the power and the mastery of stu- 
dents to the highest possibility, the school 
which tests one’s stamina severely, the school 
which confers credentials of equal rank with 
those to be earned in academic and profes- 
sional schools of the highest standing. 


“Appropriations and foundations for the 
good of mankind are being made in startling 
figures, and if the library profession is to take 
its place among the forces devoted to directing 
human emotions and energy, and to bringing 
out the finer grain that may be in men, it 
needs leaders, leaders of that tested power and 
knowledge that approaches wisdom.” 


President Meyer: “The two topics of the 
morning, the Education of the Librarian and 
the Survey are of the most vital importance 
at this stage in the development not merely of 
the A.L.A. but of the library profession in the 
United States and Canada. Our budget this 
coming year will be one-quarter of a million. 
We want to spend this money to the best ad- 
vantage. We now hope to have a free dis- 


cussion from the floor on the topic of educa- 
tion for librarianship.” 


E. C. Richardson spoke of the necessity of 
an expert board gathering and applying the 
many ideas now in motion, and said that it 
is unimportant to the library profession 
whether other learned societies recognize it or 
not. The important matter is that the work 
shall be done. 

Mary E. Downey spoke of the necessity 
of following new developments in the educa- 
tional world. 

Joseph L. Wheeler discussed the importance 
of giving attention to the existing library 
schools and suggested that the Board consider 
the kind of advanced courses which might be 
offered by the two-year schools. 

Harriet E. Howe quoted from a definition 
which had been presented to the Board of 
Education for Librarianship but not officially 
adopted: “An advanced school of librarian- 
ship should differ from existing schools which 
require college graduation for entrance by 
providing more extensively for specialization. 
The requirements for admission shall be col- 
lege graduation, one year of successful work 
in an accredited library school, and some ex- 
perience.” The statement of requirements for 
admission is qualified by two exceptions, the 
first to provide for the student of exceptional 
ability who does not meet the full require- 
ments, the second to safeguard the school from 
accepting students who meet the requirements 
but do not show evidence of ability to carry 
the work satisfactorily. 

C. W. Andrews said that the important ques- 
tion is not what the school teaches nor how 
it teaches but whom it teaches, that personality 
is far more important than mere instruction. 
He spoke heartily in favor of the graduate 
school from the recruiting standpoint, believing 
that the existence of such a school would give 
to college students a higher estimate of library 
work, and would attract to the profession men 
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and women of high calibre whose interest is 
not aroused by present facilities. 


The Survey 


Arthur E. Bostwick presented a statement 


about the report of the work which has been 
done. 


Dr. Bostwick: “I think the Association is 
to. be congratulated on the progress of this 
survey which has been needed for so many 
years and which heretofore could not be car- 
ried on rapidly and efficiently owing to lack of 
funds. We now have sufficient funds to pro- 
ceed with some speed. The success of the 
Survey, as I have so often said, depends not 
upon the Committee or even upon the director 
and his staff, but it does depend upon the 
participation of every member of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. It can be a success, 
but even with a most efficient committee and a 
most efficient director and staff it can result 
in failure if the proper interest is not taken by 
the whole profession. 

“T have said that questions should be ad- 
dressed to the director, but there are one or 
two practically universal questions which I 
perhaps ought to answer. This Survey is very 
largely and with one important exception a 
survey of facts. It has been my wish all the 
way through to approximate as nearly as pos- 
sible an investigation of physical phenomena. 
The first thing we wish to do is to find out 
what the facts are; the formulation of laws 
and the application of the facts come after- 
wards. The most important thing is to find 
out the facts. This is in answer to many peo- 
ple who have said that we seem to be trying 
to get at a mass of trivial data and to be mak- 
ing no use of them. Of course there is no 
one on this earth who can tell beforehand 
whether a fact is going to be useful or not. 
The usefulness of facts that have revolution- 
ized the history of the world could not have 
been judged in advance. The facts in regard 
to electricity, static, magnetism, etc., which 
were elicited in its early development seemed 
to be absolutely trivial, and yet they are the 
foundation of all the later developments in 
that field. 

“We have proceeded to do all kinds of work 
in all kinds of fields without knowing the facts 
in advance. For instance, the number of births 


during the year is recorded only in a limited 
number of states in this Union, and all health 
statistics for the country must therefore bear 
the qualifying phrase, ‘The birth registration 
area of the United States of America,’ mean- 
ing that matters of health cannot be discussed 
in terms of the entire country because only in 
a restricted area are the people sufficiently in- 
terested to record the elementary facts upon 
which all conclusions must be based. 

“We do not wish to limit our deductions to 
the library registration area of the United 
States. We wish them to be based upon facts 
that are obtained from the whole area of the 
United States and from every important li- 
brary in the country. 

“I would urge every one of you to con- 
sider the questionnaires carefully, seriously, 
and to answer the questions as fully and as 
quickly as possible. I would particularly em- 
phasize the importance of sending in the an- 
swers to the questionnaire of the Committee 
on the Classification of Library Personnel as 
soon as possible, because Mr. Telford wishes 
to draw deductions and conclusions from these 
facts for the compilation of a report to be 
presented to the Association at the Seattle 
conference. 

“The complete printed report of the Survey 
cannot be presented until the 1926 meeting, and 
it now seems probable that all of the conclu- 
sions may not be ready even at that date, but 
we hope to present sufficient data to make you 
feel that the Survey has been valuable and 
that its results are something of which we 
can all be proud.” 


C. Seymour Thompson, director, stated that 
the content of the final report could not be de- 
termined until all the facts had been obtained. 
He spoke appreciatively of the response to the 
questionnaires and gave assurance that every 
effort would be made to produce published re- 
ports of such value as to cause each one to feel 
that the time given to answering the questions 
had been well spent. He explained that pure 
opinion would be excluded but that in case a 
bare statement of fact should fail to de com- 
plete justice to a given situation a qualifying 
explanation would be added. 

In response to a question from Frank P. 
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Hill as to the relation between the two com- 
mittees, Mr. Thompson stated that they are 
very closely connected and to a certain extent 
constitute a joint committee by reason of the 
joint chairmanship and of the fact that two or 
three persons are members of both com- 
mittees. He explained that the two question- 
naires approach the subject from different 
points of view and that the results will be pub- 
lished separately. 

Fred Telford of the Committee on the 
Classification of Library Personnel, spoke 
briefly of the work on which this Committee 
is engaged and of the probable usefulness of 
the final results. 

C. W. Andrews referred to his earlier sug- 
gestion that the report of the Survey should 
give information regarding the actual con- 
tents of the library. 

Mr. Thompson replied that an effort had 
been made to conform with this suggestion and 
that the information obtained from the ques- 
tionnaire would be supplemented by 
further inquiry as might be needed. 

In reply to an inquiry Mr. Thompson stated 
that he believed it would be impracticable to 
issue separate reports for different types of 
libraries and different sizes of libraries be- 


such 


cause the field is the same in so many respects, 


but that group distinctions would be brought 
out. 


The meeting adjourned. 


Third Session 


The third session of the Council was held 
in the Hotel Sherman, Saturday, January 3, 
1925, at 10:30 a. m. 

President Meyer presided. 


Provisional Report of the Commission on 
the Library and Adult Education 


President Meyer called attention to the pro- 
visional statement concerning organized adult 
education service which had been distributed 


in mimeographed form. (It is not incor- 
porated here as it is to be printed soon as 
Adult Education and the Library Vol. 1, 
No. 3.) 

In the absence of the chairman, the vice- 
chairman, M. S. Dudgeon, presented an in- 
formal report. After recalling the appoint- 
ment of the Commission, July 1, 1924, and 
mentioning that three sessions had been held 
at Saratoga Springs and a two-days session 
in Chicago in October, Mr. Dudgeon said: 

“The Commission disclaims any thought 
that adult educational work is entirely unheard 
of in the library world. We admit freely that 
all libraries have been doing work which is 
definitely educational. It is also clear to us 
that probably some individual library may 
have been doing in some form practically 
every kind of work that we will ultimately 
recommend to the profession. 

“The Commission, as it sees itself, is to be 
a clearing house of information. Its first 
function is to collect information from many 
libraries as to the educational work they are 
doing; second, to study some of the newer 
and more unusual types of work, occasionally 
encouraging a tryout of some phase of edu- 
cational work. Third, it wants to study the 
entire adult educational field in order that it 
may understand other educational agencies 
and be in a position to co-operate intelligently 
with them; and in order to determine whether 
or not there are in that field gaps which li- 
braries as such can fill. Its fourth function 
will then be to select and make available to 
all libraries the definitely excellent things that 
it has discovered. 

“The Commission has never defined the 
word ‘adult’ nor has it defined the word ‘edu- 
cational.’ I would say that it regards as an 
adult candidate for adult educational work 
any person whether he is sixteen or sixty, who 
is not regularly enrolled in some full-time ed- 
ucational institution. 

“The education which the Commission has 
in mind for libraries deals chiefly with print, 
and not so much with instructional work as 
the educational world knows it. There is no 
thought that library buildings are to be turned 
into school houses. 

“As to the character of the libraries that 
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we feel can take up this work, it may appear 
to you as you read this memorandum that our 
considerations are centered largely around the 
work of the larger library. We are, however, 
making a special study of data gathered from 
small libraries and library commissions, and 
you will note that the three things which are 
definitely recommended in the report can be 
done by the smaller library as well. 

“The three things are, first, the advising of 
readers in a personal and intimate way; sec- 
ond, offering information service which would 
probably be based upon a card catalog of all 
adult educational agencies available in the 
community; and third, making a definite ef- 
fort to co-operate with all these other adult 
educational agencies. 

“We feel that the library with very limited 
staff and a somewhat limited book collection 
can still give this intimate advice to readers. 
There is practically no community that has 
not some undiscovered educational opportuni- 
ties which it would be well for the library 
to discover and list and be ready to give in- 
formation about, and we believe that even the 
small library can co-operate with these other 
educational agencies. 

“You may be interested in the relation which 
the Commission is establishing with other ed- 
ucational agencies. For example, in January 
or February the executive director of the Com- 
mission and one of its members will meet with 
U. S. Commissioner Tigert at Washington at 
his invitation to discuss Dr. Tigert’s Home 
Education Service. 

“The executive assistant and some members 
of the Commission have had repeated con- 
ferences with the directors of university ex- 
tension work and with the officers of the Uni- 
versity Extension Association, and have dele- 
gated to one member of the Commission, who 
is familiar with university extension work, a 
more intensive study of this work. It seems 
clear that the lack of co-ordination between 
libraries and extension work has been largely 
due to lack of knowledge of each other’s 
work, and we hope by an intensive study and 
a report of findings, to secure better co-opera- 
tion. 

“Workers’ education has been specially in- 
vestigated, because it has attained a very defi- 
nite place in the educational field and has its 
separate problems. The Commission has been 


in conference with the leaders of the workers’ 
educational movement repeatedly, and has 
delegated to the educational director and to a 
member of the Commission the duty of a 
more intensive study of the movement. 

“Two bulletins have been issued. These 
bulletins are being sent to all members of the 
American Library Association, to libraries 
generally, and to individuals outside of the 
library profession who are interested in li- 
braries and adult education. These bulletins, 
issued from time to time, will be reports of 
progress. A final report will be issued pos- 
sibly in July, 1926.” 

Arthur E. Bostwick in opening the dis- 
cussion stated his pleasure that the Commis- 
sion was proceeding on essentially library 
lines and not on school lines. 

F. P. Hill suggested the necessity for reach- 
ing the boys and girls who are leaving school. 

W. W. Bishop stated that the concrete prob- 
lems submitted to the Commission for detailed 
study are primarily library problems. 

Purd B. Wright spoke of the work as a re- 
sponse to an urge from the outside. 

G. F. Bowerman felt that the value of the 
Commission’s work would consist in the 
formulation of a much needed program. 

Ethel F. McCollough spoke of the need for 
simple books on technical subjects for those 
of limited education. 

Almere Scott described the satisfactory way 
in which Wisconsin public libraries and the 
Library Commission are meeting the demand 
for books created by extension workers. 

Samuel H. Ranck described the follow-up 
work in Grand Rapids with boys and girls 
who leave school to go to work. 

Alice M. Farquhar of the Chicago Public 
Library described the work of the readers’ 
service bureau. She said that most of the lists 
used are made for individuals. 

Joseph L. Wheeler suggested that an ex- 
change of lists might be effected through the 
A.L.A. 


W. H. Kerr spoke of the attention some 
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colleges are giving to providing reading 
courses for their alumni. 

Mrs. Isaac Caldwell, librarian of Jennings 
County Library, Indiana, described her use of 
A.L.A. pamphlets in preparing for three 
county papers a weekly column which had 
created a large demand for reading courses. 


Film Councils of America 


President Meyer introduced Mrs. Charles 
E. Merriam of the Film Councils of America, 
who appealed to the A.L.A. Council to co- 
operate in organizing in every community 
groups of people interested in the improve- 
ment of films. 


Library Extension 


M. J. Ferguson opened the discussion of 
the question: What can the A.L.A. do to 
assist in the development of libraries for the 
fifty or sixty millions of Americans who are 
now without them? 


“The library situation in this country is on 
the. up grade, it is being driven by a seventy 
horse-power, six cylinder engine if not by a 
twin six, and we have every reason to antici- 
pate with pleasure what may happen in the 
library world in the next few years. 

“IT suggested to President Meyer that if the 
Association could get in touch with some of 
the interests which are devoting funds to edu- 
cational matters, it might be a highly inter- 
esting thing from a library standpoint and a 
highly profitable thing for the people of this 
country if a demonstration of the value of 
the library could be made in one of the states 
where library resources and activities are in 
the sub-basement. 

“There is plenty of money in the world. 
We might come into a state such as Illinois 
where certain prohibitions prevent the fullest 
and freest development of the county library 
idea; we might pick out a county with suffi- 
cient money and for a period of years dem- 
onstrate to the people of that county and to 
the state as a whole the advisability of chang- 
ing the laws so that county libraries could be 
established throughout the territory. 

“We might go further, with all apology to 


New England, to those states which claim a 
library in every town, and strengthen the serv- 
ice by centralized administration, continuing 
to use existing libraries as distributing centers. 

“We beleve that the library is the great 
institution of informal education. If we can- 
not make it as all-inclusive in its service as 
is the school system, if we cannot make it as 
generally used and accepted as the banking 
system of this country, there must be some- 
thing wrong with the principles upon which 
we are building, or there is something wrong 
with us. 


“The work before us is a constructive work 
and if it were brought properly before the 
people of this country it would surely be sup- 
ported.” 

Mary U. Rothrock, speaking on the need 
for library development in the South, said: 
“Our response to the question under discus- 
sion might be something like this: Let the 
A.L.A. send a field secretary to the South, 
someone to represent the professional inter- 
ests of the Association and act as an execu- 
tive secretary and director to the library 
people, to the educational people, to the social 
workers, and to the leaders of the political 
life.” 

Miss Rothrock stated as essentials for the 
success of the plan: that the individual 
charged with the investigation should live 
within the region determined upon, for a suf- 
ficiently long period to learn conditions and 
to gain the confidence of the people, identify- 
ing himself thoroughly with the region; that 
he should enter upon the work with an open 
mind; that the needs of the communities must 
determine the development of the work. 

Mary L. Titcomb spoke of the need for a 
county home library demonstrator in Mary- 
land and described the regional training class 
for county library assistants at Hagerstown. 

M. G. Wyer emphasized the importance of 
demonstrating to rural communities that li- 
brary service can be provided for them 
through the county library. As an example 
of the value of demonstration he cited the 
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recent rapid library development in two or 
three states where tax supported libraries had 
been organized in most of the towns able to 
support them largely because libraries in adja- 
cent towns had so thoroughly proved their 
value to the community. 

Upon motion of Mr. Kerr, it was 


Voted, That the Executive Board appoint 
a standing committee on library. extension. 


The meeting adjourned. 


ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN 
LIBRARY SCHOOLS 


A meeting was held on Thursday, January 
1 at 2:30 p. m. Susie Lee Crumley of the 
Library School, Carnegie Library of Atlanta, 
presided and Marion Fair of the Wisconsin 
Library School acted as secretary. Other 
schools represented were: Carnegie Library 
School of Pittsburgh; Library School of the 
New York Public Library; New York State 
Library School; Pratt Institute, School of 
Library Science; St. Louis Library School; 
Simmons College, School of Library Science; 
University of Illinois Library School; West- 
ern Reserve University, School of Library 
Science. 

No formal program had been planned, the 
feature of the meeting being the presentation 
by John A. Lowe of his plans for a text book 
on the administration of a public library. 
The Secretary of the American Library As- 
sociation and the Editorial Committee were 
in attendance for this report and an interesting 
discussion by members of the Association and 
members of the Editorial Committee followed 
the report. Susie Lee CruMLEy, 

President. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA 
A meeting was held on Saturday, January 3, 
at 2:30 p. m, President A. S. Root in the 
chair. 
H. M. Lydenberg reported on the presenta- 


tion of a memorial volume to Wilberforce 
Eames of the New York Public Library on 
the occasion of his seventieth birthday. The 
President was directed to send a letter of con- 
gratulation to Mr. Eames. 

The President read a letter from the Car- 
negie Corporation offering to give the Society 
a revolving publication fund of $7500. It was 
voted to accept this generous gift and to au- 
thorize the President to express to the Car- 
negie Corporation the thanks of the Society. 
It was voted further that the President ex- 
press to R. R. Bowker of the Library Journal 
and E. H. Anderson of the New York Public 
Library the Society’s appreciation of their 
services in bringing about the bestowal of this 
gift. 

J. C. M. Hanson of the University of Chi- 
cago Library presented a report from the 
Committee on Raising Funds for the Publica- 
tion of the German Catalog of Incunabula. 
Discussion followed, after which it was voted 
that Mr. Hanson associate two others with 
himself and raise such funds as can be ob- 
tained by solicitation. 

Mr. Hanson then presented a paper on the 
Books relating to Pseudonyms, with special 
reference to the recently published volume of 
Hjalmar Pettersen, entitled Dictionary of 
anonyms and pseudonyms in Norwegian litera- 
ture. W. W. Bishop of the University of 
Michigan Library then presented a paper dis- 
cussing the recent extensive additions of 
papyri fragments, Greek manuscripts and 
other manuscripts to the Library of the Uni- 
versity. 

A. G. S. Josephson of Fair Hope, Ala- 
bama, was made an honorary member of the 
Society as a recognition of the very active 
part taken by him in the establishment of the 
Society and of its predecessor, the Biblio- 
graphical Society of Chicago. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

Azarta# S. Root, President. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


The topic of the open meeting Wednesday 
afternoon, December 31, was An Advanced 
School of Librarianship, the need, recruiting 
of students, curriculum, entrance requirements, 


length of curriculum, degrees, instructional 
staff. 


Chairman Strohm opened the meeting and 
called upon the executive assistant to read the 
following definition of an advanced school of 
librarianship which had been contributed: 

1. An advanced school of librarianship 
should differ from existing schools which re- 
quire college graduation for admission by pro- 
viding more extensively for specialization. It 
should prepare students to fill such positions as 

Administrators of 

small or medium-sized public libraries 

large public libraries 

regional or county libraries 

elementary and high school libraries 

normal school and teachers’ college li- 
braries 

university, college, and technical school li- 
braries 

special libraries 

departments of large libraries of all kinds 

Secretaries and organizers for commission 

work 

Directors and teachers for library schools 

and training classes 

Supervisors of work with children 

Bibliographic experts 

Research workers 

2. It should require for admission college 
graduation, one year of satisfactory work in 
an accredited library school, and some ex- 
perience except 

(a) that the faculty may admit students 
who do not have the full qualifications indi- 
cated above, but who satisfy the faculty that 
the advanced work for which they enroll can 
be carried satisfactorily without lowering the, 
standards of instruction in the school; 

(b) that the faculty may refuse to admit 
any applicant who fails to give evidence that 
he can carry the advanced work satisfactorily. 

Discussion was open to all but, since it 


seemed appropriate to have an expression of 


opinion from the alumni of the library schools, 
the president of each alumni association was 
asked to name a representative. The alumni 
present in response to this request were Bessie 
Sargeant Smith (Albany), Susie Lee Crumley 
(Atlanta), Emma Felsenthal (Illinois), Marie 
A. Newberry (New York Public), Adah 
Whitcomb (Pittsburgh), Constance Bement 
(Pratt), Irma Snyder (Simmons), Martha 
Wilson (Western Reserve) and Alice Far- 
quhar (Wisconsin). 

President Scott of Northwestern University 
gave a short address on Selection Tests in con- 
nection with the discussion of entrance re- 
quirements. 

Representing the library profession in 
China, T. C. Tai (Albany), librarian of Tsing 
Hua College, Peking, at present a graduate 
student at the University of Iowa, read a 
paper which will appear in the February issue 
of Public Libraries. He will present for his 
doctor’s degree a thesis on Current Theories 
of Professional Education for Librarianship. 

Mary Eileen Ahern, Constance Bement, 
W. W. Bishop, Alice P. Bixby, G. F. Bower- 
man, W. O. Carson, June R. Donnelly, Linda 
A. Eastman, Alice Farquhar, Alice I. Hazel- 
tine, Mary E. Hazeltine, E. A. Henry, F. P. 
Hill, Mrs. Jennie T. Jennings, J. B. Kaiser, 
H. M. Lydenberg, H. H. B. Meyer, Marie 
A. Newberry, E. C. Richardson, A. S. Root, 
C. E. Rush, G. B. Utley, F. K. Walter, Adah 
Whitcomb, Martha Wilson and P. D. Wright 
contributed to the discussion. 


Saraw C. N. Boers, Secretary. 


CATALOGERS’ CONFERENCE 


The first Mid-Winter Catalogers’ Confer- 
ence (about seventy-five present) was held 
Friday, Jan. 2, at 4:30 p. m. In the absence 
of Phillip S. Goulding, University of Cali- 
fornia, Southern Branch, chairman of the 
A.L.A. Catalog Section, Mrs. J. T. Jennings, 
St. Paul Public Library, acted as chairman, 
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with J. B. Childs, John Crerar Library, as 
secretary. 

Preliminary committee reports by Eliza 
Lamb, University of Chicago Library, on the 
registration of catalogers; by Ruth Wallace, 
Indianapolis Public Library, on music cata- 
loging; and by Mrs. Jennings on the organi- 
zation of regional groups, were presented fol- 
lowed by questions and discussions. 

Lillian M. Carter, Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary, presented the problems of reclassifica- 
tion in libraries and the difficulties arising 
from the use of two classifications at the same 
time. Esther A. Smith, University of Michi- 
gan library, Laura Smith, Public Library of 
Cincinnati, and others gave their experience 
in dealing with two classifications. It was 
suggested that during reclassification only one 
classification be used on open shelves while 
in the stacks two classifications are not so ob- 
jectionable. Reclassification is a long and 
costly process and libraries should consider 
carefully before undertaking the work. 

Susan G. Akers, instructor in cataloging 
at the University of Wisconsin Library 
School, asked for suggestions as to possible 
points for special emphasis in a one-year cata- 
loging course. Serials, government docu- 
ments, more emphasis on the principles of 
cataloging with less drill in form, the encour- 
aging of catalogers to cultivate specialized 
fields of knowledge were among the sugges- 
tions offered. J. I. Wyer mentioned that no 
library school had a second-year course in 
cataloging ‘covering in detailed fashion the 
points emphasized in the discussion, and that 
such a tentative plan in detail would probably 
be much appreciated by the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship in its consideration 
of an advanced school. The meeting adjourned 
with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the A.L.A. Catalog Sec- 
tion recommend to the consideration of the 
Board of Education for Librarianship defi- 
nite special courses in cataloging for the 


curriculum of an advanced school of li- 
brarianship. 


J. B. Cuttps, Secretary. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIANS OF THE 
MIDDLE-WEST 


At the meeting Friday afternoon, January 2, 
Rose Ball, of Albion College, Michigan, the 
chairman, presided. About 70 were present. 

John F. Lyons, McCormick Theological 
Seminary, spoke on Book Purchases, Allow- 
ances, and Methods of Ordering Books on ap- 
proval. Some institutions have department al- 
lowances; others have no budget for depart- 
ments, the librarian making all the selections, 
anticipating the needs of the faculty and their 
classes. 

A. S. Root, of Oberlin, gave a presentation 
of Adult Education in the College Library. 
“First of all,” he said, “educate the faculty ; 
not in their own field, but along other lines of 
knowledge, and especially in how to use a li- 
brary.” Study your community, search out 
the people who do not come to the library, 
consider their special interests, and prescribe 
a book, and in this way the library may soon 
greatly increase its sphere of service, and aid 
in the adult education of its locality. 

Mary E. Downey, Denison University, 
Granville, Ohio, discussed the collecting of 
debate material. Points emphasized were: Ex- 
haust every possible resource in securing ma- 
terial in advance, either through purchase or 
gift or interloan. The librarian rather than 
the student should collect the material. This 
should be placed on reserve and fair play in 
its use should be the practice of all who use it. 

W. H. Kerr, Kansas State Teachers Col- 
lege, adapted his “Measuring stick” to college 
libraries, in Attainable Standards for College 
Libraries. Under this topic the various items 
included in the A.L.A. report form were dis- 
cussed. Hours of staff service vary from 38 
to 48, in the different libraries, the tendency 
being towards shorter hours and better serv- 
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ice. Ranking of college librarians and salary 
vary from that of instructor to dean of the 
college. 

G. F. Bowerman, District of Columbia Li- 
brary, urged college librarians to make a care- 
ful reply to the Questionnaire on Library Per- 
sonnel, reporting to Mr. Telford at 26 Jack- 
son Place, Washington, D. C., who would upon 
request send blank forms to any who had not 
received them. 

The importance of a required course in li- 
brary methods, especially in the use of ref- 
erence works, with credit, was set forth by 
Iva M. Butlin, Beloit College, Wisconsin. 
Lillian M. Guinn, of Bradley Polytechnic In- 
stitute, spoke on the subject of Student Help. 
These papers will appear in the library peri- 
odicals. 

A motion was unanimously carried which 
provided that the Committee for next year 
take up the matter of a required course, in 
the college curriculum, in the use of reference 
works, and that the Committee formulate a 
statement to be sent to all the college presi- 
dents of the Middle-West with the request 
that they present the matter to their curric- 
ulum committees for serious consideration. 

The new Committee members appointed for 
the coming year are Mary E. Downey, chair- 
man; and Edward W. King, Miami Uni- 
versity, Oxford, Ohio. The present secretary- 
treasurer was urged to continue in office for 
another year. ANNETTE P. Warp, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

A meeting was held at 2:30 p. m., January 1. 
Members or substitutes present were Nell Un- 
ger, Rachel Baldwin, May Ingles, Mary J. 
Booth, Harriet K. Avery, Martha Wilson, 
Willis H. Kerr, Alice I. Hazeltine, Della F. 
Northey, Adah F. Whitcomb, Gratia Country- 
man, Lucile Fargo, Julia Wright Merrill, 
Waller Bullock, and the chairman. Rachel 
Baldwin served as secretary. 


The Committee on Education has been en- 
larged and includes regional representatives 
as well as elementary, high school and nor- 
mal school groups. The regional heads are 
to gather the reports of progress from their 
districts and distribute the results of the work 
of the Committee. 

After the general session at which the work 
for the year was outlined, the various groups 
began work on a course of study in Teaching 
the Use of Books and Libraries covering the 
minimum essentials for various schools, and 
it is hoped that this course will have a wide 
circulation. President Meyer desires the Com- 
mittee to stress the organization of state com- 
mittees on education and teaching the use of 
the library. The latter is vital to the new 
program of adult education. A letter in re- 
gard to these points was sent to all state pres- 
idents during the fall to which there has been 
an excellent response. 

Miss Baldwin suggested the question of de- 
marcation between the course given in the 
elementary, high and normal schools. Miss 
Countryman suggested that duplication will 
have to occur, but that review is desirable. 
Miss Fargo asked what credit is generally 
given for library instruction. Miss Whitcomb 
reported separate credit given in “Library 
Work” in Chicago elementary schools. Miss 
Wood reported that in Minnesota credit 1s 
given in English for each day’s work. Miss 
Countryman brought up the need of trained 
teachers to teach library work. 

Miss Wilson described the proposed com- 
pilation of articles on school libraries to be 
published by the Wilson Company. Miss 
Whitcomb asked if it would be possible to 
have more educational magazines indexed in 
Readers Guide. Mr. Kerr reported having 
taken up the question of an education index 
with Mr. Wilson. The Committee felt the 
need of such an index. 

The urgent need of having the directory of 
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school librarians, which the A.L.A. School 
Libraries Section compiles with the assistance 
of the Committee, published regularly by the 
Bureau of Education as a part of the Edu- 
cational Directory or by the A. L. A. or the 
N. E. A., was thoroughly discussed. 

Mr. Kerr asked the Committee to endorse 
the plan for a quarterly bulletin on school 
libraries which the N. E. A. Library Depart- 
ment is planning to issue, possibly jointly with 
the A. L. A. School Libraries Section, one 
issue to be a yearbook. The Committee voted 
to favor the joint publication if it met with 
the approval of the proper authorities of the 
A. L. A. This approval was given later. 


Harriet A. Woop, Chairman. 


HOSPITAL LIBRARIANS 


For the first time in the history of the Chi- 
cago mid-winter conference a meeting was 
scheduled for hospital librarians, January 3, 
1925. A few notable hospitals long ago made 
the step of undertaking the unit library, the 
exigencies of the war brought out latent possi- 
bilities in the way of administration and pop- 
ularized the idea, and now it is high time for 
the public library to incorporate such service 
in its program. This point was clearly made 
in a paper on Why Include Hospital Service 
in Public Library Activities? by C. W. 
Sumner of Sioux City, a head librarian who 
has placed his hospital department on an equal 
footing with his children’s department or ref- 
erence department and as such it receives its 
financial quota. 

Helen Beckley, medical social worker, Mi- 
chael Reese Hospital, Chicago, spoke very 
sanely on the necessity of the whole personnel 
of the hospital working together. Ellis J. 
Walker, a public health nurse from Kala- 
mazoo, though not on the program was re- 
quested to speak at its close. A timely and 
able plea for imagination on the part of all 
hospital librarians to help the nurse interpret 


her job was the trend of Miss Walker’s witty 
remarks, 

Under the able guidance of F. K. Walter 
of the University of Minnesota, Miss Hick- 
man of Rochester, Minn., Mrs. E. B. Bailey 
of Minneapolis, Mrs. G. H. Birdsall of Lake- 
side Hospital, Cleveland, and Rose O’Connor 
of Sioux City, such matters as the new train- 
ing course at the University of Minnesota; 
practical questions such as loss of books, 
schedule, etc.; the inclusion of nurses and in- 
ternes in the scheme; the possibilities in the 
unit plan; were presented and discussed. 

Helen Seymour of the A.L.A. gave a dem- 
onstration of the Brayco Projector, suggest- 
ing its possibilities both in hospitals for rec- 
reation and at medical and other meetings for 
publicity. 

At the close of the meeting many crowded 
forward for folders, bulletins, and informa- 
tion, and to look at the miniature hospital set, 
showing a hospital room with beds, patients, 
hospital librarian, book truck and books, which 
will be turned over to the A.L.A. hospital ex- 
hibit. Most of the work of this set was done 
under the supervision of the Occupational 
Therapy Department of the Ancker Hospital, 
St. Paul. 

The attendance of the meeting was approxi- 
mately 75. PERRIE JONES, 

Chairman. 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY 
COMMISSIONS 


The twenty-first annual meeting of the 
League of Library Commissions was held 
January 2, 1925, the President, Milton J. 
Ferguson, presiding. 

The following states responded to the roll 
call: California, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Ken- 
tucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New York, North Dako- 
ta, Ohio, Oklahoma and Wisconsin. 

The program was opened by C. Seymour 
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Thompson, representing the Survey Commit- 
tee. He thanked the League for its co-opera- 
tion and asked for continued assistance. The 
questionnaire has not been issued to libraries 
ot less than 5000 volumes. Mr. Thompson 
suggested that commission secretaries provide 
lists of school libraries to which questionnaires 
should be sent. He inquired the best method 
of getting essential information from small 
libraries. The desirability of the questionnaire 
returning through the library commission of- 
fices in order to insure accuracy and to min- 
imize misleading statements was discussed. 

M. S. Dudgeon spoke on What can the 
League do for Adult Education? He wel- 
comed the opportunity to enlist help of the 
League as he thought library commissions 
could perhaps be more effective than the Adult 
Education Commission itself. He referred the 
League to a tentative report and outline for 
organized adult education service in libraries 
to be presented to the Council the following 
morning. The Commission disclaimed any 
thought that its work is new. It is trying to 
collect from libraries outlines of typical and 
established work, to study the new and un- 
usual, to know the active agencies and to as- 
semble data and information. Mr. Dudgeon 
said the interest has been unduly centered in 
the large libraries. The problem is what can 
be done where there is only a small library or 
no library at all? There, he said, is where the 
state commission can do effective work. He 
called for endorsement of the efforts of the 
Adult Education Commission and for assist- 
ance in collecting information of the activities 
of small agencies. The fifteen state commis- 
sions represented volunteered aid in collecting 
and reporting data from small agencies. 

The remainder of the program was devoted 
to an informal discussion of library problems 
and a comparison of policies. 

A. R. Curry spoke on the Relationship in 
Small Communities between the School Li- 


brary and the Public Library, the proper util- 
ization of the school library and the extent to 
which school requests should be supplied by 
the commission, using Indiana as an illustra- 
tion. He especially stressed the close co-oper- 
ation between the Indiana Library Commission 
and the Department of Public Instruction. The 
Library Commission is allowed to set the 
standard for the school reading courses, and it 
is endeavoring to meet the obligation and to 
raise the library standard in the schools. 

Mr. Jackson, superintendent of schools in 
Wisconsin, said there was a difference between 
the book habit and the library habit and that 
school children must be sent to the public li- 
brary if the library habit is to be formed. 

Julia A. Robinson spoke on Library Visits. 
Miss Robinson said as no questionnaire had 
been issued her talk would apply especially to 
Iowa. She said that library visits are of two 
kinds, first, those of supervision and advice 
made generally by the secretary, including con- 
ferences with the librarian and library board 
and a general survey of library problems; sec- 
ond, those for organizing made by the regular 
organizer to libraries just beginning and to 
libraries where trained librarians are not em- 
ployed. This aid includes in addition to or- 
ganizing and cataloging, instruction to the li- 
brarian. The length of the visit depends upon 
the need of the library. How much help is 
given depends upon the ability of the librarian 
to carry on the work, the need and the appro- 
priation of the library. The library commis- 
sion is not warranted to give organizing help 
where a trained librarian is employed or where 
the library is able to pay for temporary trained 
assistance. Tax supported libraries are en- 
titled to aid first, but help is given to small 
libraries making a beginning under library 
associations and without tax support. Aid is 
also given in organizing school libraries. This 
is done not only to raise the standard but to 
create a sentiment for a school library super- 
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visor under the Library Commission rather 
than under the Department of Public Instruc- 
tion. 

Clara F. Baldwin spoke on Fixed Groups 
versus Open Shelf Collections for Loans 
through Traveling Libraries. Miss Baldwin 
said of the 28 states reporting, one has fixed 
groups only, 10 have entirely open shelf col- 
lections, and 17 fixed groups supplemented by 
open shelf collections. Seven states have 
changed from fixed groups to open shelf col- 
lections. Two are gradually changing. Miss 
Baldwin's conclusions were that fixed groups 
have the advantage of speed and economy in 
handling requests, are less work and can be 
operated with small clerical force, and they 
preclude the demand for nothing but fiction. 
The disadvantages are that they do not al- 
ways fit the need of the community, there is 
no freedom of choice and they are more ex- 
pensive to the borrower, books cannot be kept 
in circulation as constantly and libraries must 
be broken up and revised frequently. Open 
shelf collections give the borrower freedom of 
choice, are adaptable in size and content to 
special as well as general needs, do not dupli- 
cate local collections, are up to date, and books 
can be rebound without keeping other books 
from circulation. Disadvantages: they take 
more time to operate, require more expert help 
and more shelving space, more money for 
books and fail to call attention of the com- 
munity to books of which they know nothing. 

Anna May Price spoke on Library Meetings. 
She commented on the function, the relative 
importance and the mutual helpfulness of the 
Miss 
Price said that district meetings increase at- 
tendance at the state meetings and help the 
program of the state meetings by relieving 
She said 
that as state associations become stronger the 


district, the state and national meetings. 


them of small technical questions. 


attendance increases at the national meetings. 
Mrs. Charles E. Merriam was given time to 


speak for the Film Councils of America. She 
urged that film councils be organized in every 
community in order to mobilize for the pro- 
duction of wholesome motion pictures. 

Isabella M. Cooper consulted the League on 
the form, contents and treatment of the new 
edition of the A.L.A. Catalog to be issued in 
1926. 

Julia W. Merrill asked for the publication 
of a simple handbook on rural library service 
for the use of national social workers. 

The following officers were elected: Pres- 
ident, Milton J. Ferguson ; First vice president, 
C. B. Lester; Second vice president, Louise 
Jones; Executive Board, Leona T. Lewis. 

Fannik C. Rawson, Secretary. 


LIBRARIANS OF LARGE PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES 


was held Thursday evening, 
January 1, and a breakfast meeting, Friday, 
January 2. A report of the meetings will be 


A meeting 


separately issued by this group. 


NORMAL SCHOOL AND TEACHERS 
COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 


The Normal School and Teachers College 
group met Saturday afternoon, January 3, 
presided over by Gertrude Buck, of Mil- 
waukee. 

The group went on record as favoring the 
publication of an index to all educational ma- 
H. W. Wilson stated that he would 
be glad to comply with that request providing 
that the obstacles incident to duplication and 
expense could be removed. 


terial. 


Miss Buck gave a hopeful report of the 
Library Training Board meeting in New York 
in April, indicating that the normal school 
courses in library methods are becoming more 
efficient. She urged teachers colleges to en- 
courage recruits to library schools so as to 
provide the growing demand for school li- 
brarians. 

W. H. Kerr in his paper, Adult Education 
in Teacher Training Libraries, pointed out 
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many possibilities for broadening services in 
that field. His main points were: 

1. Resourcefulness in meeting assigned 
readings. 

2. Duplication of books to care for inter- 
relation of knowledge. 

3. Use of imagination in book selection to 
anticipate need before it arises. 

4. Consulting with faculty for opinions of 
books described in publishers’ circulars. 

5. Using classification and cataloging de- 
vices that will insure finding the book when 
needed. 


6. Making available to the specialist the 
best in his field. 


7. Systematically distributing book lists to 
faculty. 

8. Providing browsing and reading nook 
containing permanent non-circulating collec- 
tion, duplicated in the circulation department. 

9. Showing the research student how to 
use and make reference lists. 

10. Working specifically with the students 
termed through intelligence tests either spe- 
cially gifted or subnormal. 


11. Taking individual interest in each stu- 
dent, thereby 


12. Lessening mass instruction in library 
use and greatly increasing individual instruc- 
tion. 

“Most of these items,” said Mr. Kerr, “mean 
better prepared and better paid librarians and 
staff members, more and better equipment, 
more room, more books, more money, more 
freedom to make and execute library policy, 
and more intellectual and academic recogni- 
tion. But having caught the vision and set 
ourselves the task, who shall say we cannot 
achieve ?” 

Library Training of the Elementary School 
Teacher was the subject of a talk by Harriet 
Wood of St. Paul. Miss Wood stated that 
since the book is the chief teaching tool of 
the teacher and the chief learning tool of the 
pupil, as great care should be taken to have 
expert teaching of methods in book use as in 
methods of teaching geography. A _ special 
teacher should be provided. 

Miss Wood suggested a curriculum of three 


units of two consecutive weeks each, making 
30 lessons in all. The details have not all 
been worked out but it may be possible to give 
the first unit in connection with the English 
composition classes. This unit should estab- 
lish individual skills in the use of the dic- 
tionary, encyclopedia, and indexes. The sec- 
ond unit should come with the practice teach- 
ing, showing how to use the book with the 
child. There should be demonstration lessons, 
observation and participation. The third unit 
given in the last term of student teaching, 
should be a part of the general course in chil- 
dren’s literature. This should involve definite 
contact with the children to develop skill in 
presenting literature for appreciation. 

Jessie G. Van Cleve of The Booklist, Chi- 
cago, gave an impromptu talk indicating what 
is good among the new things in children’s 
literature. 

Della F. Northey of Indianapolis outlined 
briefly the results of a library demonstration 
in several counties in Indiana. The standards 
for school library service were perceptibly 
raised in the state following this experiment, 
thereby bringing favorable results to the en- 
tire state. 

The nominating committee recommended 
Mary Josephine Booth of Charleston, Illinois, 
as chairman for next year. The report was 
adopted. Sretta H. Prerson, Secretary. 


SURVEY COMMITTEE 


The report made by the director of the 
Survey at a meeting of the Committee on the 
Library Survey, held in Chicago Wednesday 
evening, December 31, during the mid-winter 
meetings, showed that satisfactory progress 
has been made to date, and that the early 
response which the questionnaire has met is 
most encouraging. More than 3,000 ques- 
tionnaires were sent in November to as com- 
plete a mailing list as it had been possible to 
obtain of the public and college libraries of 
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the country, containing more than 5,000 vol- 
umes. Replies are now coming in at a satis- 
factory rate, mainly from the smaller li- 
braries, and reports seem to indicate that the 
larger libraries are at work on their replies, 
and it is expected that during the next few 
weeks a great many of these will be received. 

Although no definite time limit has been 
established for the return of the question- 
naire, librarians are asked to get their replies 
completed at as early a date now as possible. 
This is most important, as there is a tremen- 
dous amount of work to be done in the study- 
ing and tabulating of the replies before the 
reports can be written. It is also necessary 
that the director should have all replies in as 
soon as possible, in order that plans for the 
completion of the work may be intelligently 
made. 

It was decided by the Committee, at its 
recent meeting, to abridge somewhat the field 
to be covered in the investigation by making 
a selective rather than an all-inclusive study 
of the school library field, and the field of 
special libraries. Instead of issuing separate 
questionnaires to be sent to all school and spe- 
cial libraries, the general questionnaire will 
be sent to a selected list, with the hope of 
making a study which shall be representative 
of these special fields. 

Plans for the general nature of the pub- 
lished reports were discussed, especially in re- 
gard to the fear which has been expressed by 
many librarians that a mere tabulation of the 
facts would overstress the purely quantitative, 
and ignore many of the conditions which must 
enter into consideration for any fair and use- 
It is the 
policy of the Committee to endeavor to in- 


ful presentation of the actual facts. 


clude all such supplemental information as 
may be needed to insure correct interpretation 
of the facts, and to make it easy for librarians 
to make practical use of the information pre- 
sented insofar as it may be applicable to their 


institutions. As has been stated from the out- 
set, the Survey has been planned as a fact- 
finding Survey, and not an attempt to set up 
standards and to express judgments. Facts, 
however, are not necessarily figures, and there 
is no intention to make the reports purely or 
even mainly quantitative. Whenever any li- 
brarian feels that explanatory comment is nec- 
essary for a full understanding of the facts 
which he reports, such explanatory comment 
is desired by the Committee, and will be 
utilized in setting forth the facts for pub- 
lication. 

It was decided by the Committee to pro- 
ceed with the intention of preparing the re- 
ports of the Survey in divisions, with the idea 
of publishing as much of the whole as may be 
possible in advance of the 1926 conference of 
the A. L. A., and with the hope of continuing 
the work in order to complete as soon there- 
after as possible all that it may not be pos- 
sible to publish in advance of the semi-cen- 
tennial. 


ArtHur E. Bostwick, Chairman. 


UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS 

The sessions were held at the Hotel Sher- 
man on Thursday and Friday afternoons, Jan- 
uary 1 and 2. The chairman, Olive Jones of 
Ohio State University, opened the first session 
with a preliminary statement as to the form 
oi the program which was to be gathered 
about two somewhat interrelated problems, in- 
stead of being devoted to open discussion of 
numerous unrelated subjects. The subject of 
the first session was departmental libraries. 
At the request of the chairman, E. A. Henry, 
University of Chicago, made a brief historical 
statement regarding the situation at Chicago, 
in which he showed that the departmental sys- 
tem there arose not by studied design but be- 
cause there was no time for the organization 
of an adequate general library when the Uni- 
versity opened. 

F. K. Walter, University of Minnesota, read 
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a paper based on twenty replies to a question- 
naire sent out by the secretary of the section. 
A lack of uniformity in the understanding of 
terms made generalizations difficult. Every 
university reporting showed some departmental 
libraries, those for law and medicine usually 
being the largest. Some universities had 
twenty or more departmental libraries. Har- 
vard has almost half its books outside of the 
college library. Generally at least a part of 
the expense of the departmental system was 
carried on departmental budgets. In some 
cases all is carried on departmental budgets. 
In only a few is the entire expense carried on 
a general library budget as at Chicago. 

John B. Kaiser, University of Iowa, then 
read a very interesting paper on The Teaching 
Function of a University Library. He argued 
that in addition to its present status a uni- 
versity library should be designated as a teach- 
ing department of the university with a staff 
large enough to give the necessary elementary 
courses and in addition advanced courses in 
bibliography. All education students should 
be required to take some courses in the use 
of libraries and bibliography. The university 
library might very well direct the use of the 
leisure time of the student. Unfortunately the 
discussion of this paper took up only the teach- 
ing of freshmen in the use of the library and 
wholly missed its larger and more important 
aspects. 


The second session opened with a presenta- 
tion by Wm. W. Bishop, University of Michi- 
gan, of a proposal for a division of the field 
of purchase. The discussion brought out the 
idea that instead of asking various institutions 
not to purchase in certain fields, they should 
be asked to specialize in certain fields. 


The meeting then turned to the chief sub- 
ject of the afternoon: Building Plans. Posted 
upon the walls were blueprints or drawings 
from Harvard, Minnesota, Michigan, Iowa 
State College, Washington State University, 
University of North Carolina, and Queens 
University, Kingston, Ontario. In addition 
the respective librarians gave somewhat ex- 
tended descriptions of the new buildings at 
Illinois and Johns Hopkins. Andrew Keogh, 
Yale University, told us something of the gen- 
eral lines on which Yale’s new plans are being 
worked out but regretted that the plans are 
not yet available. The discussion brought out 
many interesting and valuable points which 
cannot be reported in brief form. 


J. T. Gerould for the nominating committee 
recommended as officers for the next year, E. 
A. Henry, Chicago, chairman; Olive Jones, 
Ohio, and Charles H. Brown, Iowa State Col- 
lege, secretary. The report was adopted. 

Outve Jones, Chairman, 
E. N. MANCHESTER, 
E. A. Henry, Secretary. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD ACTION 


The Executive Board held four meetings 
during the Mid-Winter conference. 

By unanimous vote the Executive Board ex- 
pressed the gratitude of the officers and mem- 
bers of the American Library Association to 
the Chicago Public Library, its librarian, 
staff and Board of Directors for their 
courtesy in providing an A.L.A. headquarters 
office without charge from August, 1909, to 
August 16, 1924. 


Favorable action was taken on a joint re- 
quest from the Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska 
and South Dakota Library Associations ask- 
ing that an A.L.A. regional conference be held 
in Sioux City, Iowa, in October, 1925. 

A letter received by the Executive Board 
suggesting the election of honorary officers 
for the 1926 conference was discussed. The 
Board voted to submit the suggestion to the 
Fiftieth Anniversary Committee with a view 
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to the possible selection of an honorary presi- 
dent and honorary vice-presidents of the 1926 
conference by the next Executive Board. 

On the recommendation of the Committee 
on Committees the Executive Board voted to 
continue the Committee on Hospital Libraries 
and the President was authorized to make 
the appointments. 

-A grant of $6,000 was made from the War 
Funds to the Navy for use in maintaining the 
library work in the Navy Department. 

The Treasurer’s Report for 1924 and the 
budgets for 1925 were submitted for discus- 
sion and were referred to a committee consist- 
ing of Mr. Roden, chairman of the Finance 
Committee, and Mr. Tweedell, treasurer, for 
consideration and report. They will later be 
submitted to the Executive Board for action 
by correspondence. 


The President was asked to communicate 
to Dr. James F. Jameson, the keen interest of 
the American Library Association in the re- 
cent press announcements of the new project 
for an authoritative and adequate dictionary 
of American biography and to offer the cordial 
co-operation of the A.L.A. 

A communication was received from E. H. 
Anderson, chairman of the Sabin Bibliog- 
raphy Committee, stating that the Carnegie 
Corporation had voted a grant of $7,500 to 
the Bibliographical Society of America as a 
revolving fund to be used in completing the 
Sabin Bibliography and for other similar pur- 
poses in the future and recommending that 
the work of the Committee be turned over to 
the Bibliographical Society and the Committee 
discharged. The Board approved the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Anderson. 





SEASONAL READING 


Library publicity planned in line with sea- 
sonal interests is easy and successful for the 
librarian and of special service to the reader, 
since a large part of a book’s value is its time- 
liness. The following calendar is based on 
that of the National Association of Book Pub- 
lishers. Write them for further suggestions 
and material, 334 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


February 


Books on American history, biography, and 
citizenship. Co-operate with schools and 
patriotic societies. Lincoln’s birthday, Wash- 
ington’s birthday. A.L.A. reading lists: The 
United States, Men who have succeeded. 

Books as Valentines. A.L.A. lists: Books 
as gifts, Gifts for children’s book shelves. 

Home reading and study. A.L.A. reading 
courses: Accounting; Business; Journalism; 
Home economics; House planning, interior 
decoration and furniture. The “Viewpoints” 
series: Biography, Modern drama (in press), 
Essays, Travel. Short reading lists: 100 
Worth-while books; Wanderlust book shelf. 


March—April 

Religious books during Lent. 1925 marks 
the 400th anniversary of Tyndale’s translation 
of the New Testament, an anniversary of 
which the Federal Council of Churches urges 
recognition and observance. Churches and 
Sunday schools will probably be glad to par- 
ticipate. Exhibits of editions and books about 
the Bible and of books for church workers 
will attract people to the library. See reading 
list on Reading the Bible, Publishers’ Weekly, 
January 17, 1925, p. 201. 

The National Health Council and National 
Association of Book Publishers are co-operat- 
ing in promoting books on health and books 
on the out-of-doors—trees, flowers, birds, 
gardening. April 19-25 is Garden Week, un- 
der the auspices of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, 1734 N. Street, Washington, 
D. C. May 1, is National Child Health Day, 
under the auspices of the American Child 
Health Association, 370 Seventh Avenue, New 
York. A home health library listing and de- 
scribing about 20 books appeared in the 
Woman Citizen, Sept. 6, 1924, pp. 26-8. 
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EVERAL new activities were begun by 
S the A.L.A. in 1924. Some work begun in 
The As- 
sociation’s income was increased by many 
thousands of dollars, through gifts and mem- 
bership dues. More members are now serving 
on committees and boards than ever before, 
and many of them are giving weeks of their 
time each year to the Association. More per- 
sons are employed by the A.L.A. than at any 
time since the days of the war service. Some 
important reports and publications which are 
to grow out of the work now being done will 
not be ready until 1926 or later; others may 
be expected in 1925. In the meantime it is 
fortunate that several committees and boards 
are able to release from month to month in- 
teresting and helpful preliminary reports and 
provisional recommendations. 


other years received new impetus. 


T is a matter of congratulation to libraries 
| that the monumental work The mythlogy 
of all races is to be completed under the direc- 
tion of the Archaeological Institute of Amer- 





ica. Seven of the thirteen volumes were is- 
sued before the war interfered, and only now 
have funds been provided by friends of the 
Institute to insure the completion of the pub- 
lication. Price per volume: Buckram $8.00; 
Half Morocco $15.00; full American Levant 
$35.00. Please send your order to Rollin H. 
Tanner, General Secretary of the Archaeolog- 
ical Institute of America, New York Univer- 
sity, University Heights, New York, N. Y. 
The work is of such importance that it is 
deemed advisable to call attention to it here. 


HE attention of members of the A. L. 

A. is called to the educational posters 
originated and distributed by the National 
Child Welfare Association, Inc., 70 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. Five hundred subjects 
are covered, including practically all phases of 
health, character and citizenship training. 
The posters are hand colored, 17 x 28 inches 
in size, making a valuable decoration for the 
children’s room or for the bulletin board in 
connection with book-lists, etc. The Grand 
Rapids Public Library maintains a loan exhibit 
of these posters for the benefit of schools, set- 
tlements and social workers throughout the 
community. A price list and small black and 
white reproductions of the posters may be had 
upon request. 


HE editor of the A. L. A. Catalog 1926, 

when beginning work at Chicago Head- 
quarters, looked upon the undertaking with all 
due respect and earnestness but did not ex- 
pect to realize any more enthusiasm than is 
the usual accompaniment to the preparation 
of a much needed aid in professional work of 
any kind. The project, however, has developed 
in such a way that it has become most ab- 
sorbing and is compact with diversified inter- 
ests which reach out in many directions. The 
response of committees, commissions, library 
schools and individual librarians to the pro- 
visional prospectus sent out some weeks ago 
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has brought forth the expression of many 
points of view as to what should be the con- 
tent, format and prospective use of this new 
edition of the 1904 Catalog. It is proven that 
the older edition is used now most constantly 
all over the country and in truth it is con- 
sidered, with its two supplements, invaluable as 
an aid in book selection and purchase for 
rounding out collections, an ever present help 
in preparing reading lists for organizations 
and individuals, and a guide for full author 
entries and subject headings in cataloguing. 
The L. C. numbers, which have become an 
indispensable part of The Booklist, will also be 
given. 

The mid-winter meetings were a source of 
inspiration because of the very real and anx- 
ious interest on the part of many librarians 
who have realized or experienced the value 
of the Catalog. The editor put herself in 
touch with the representative library workers 
by gaining entry to as many meetings as it 
was physically possible to cover, at all of 
which the attitude met was one of courteous 
personal and genuine professional interest in 
the work of compilation. 

The conclusion which the editor has drawn 
from her survey is that there can be no doubt 
concerning the very great value which the 
Catalog will have for hundreds of librarians 
in all parts of the country. Every endeavor 
will be made to produce the best possible 
volume both from the point of view of in- 
clusion of material in which the aid of spe- 
cialists and librarians is being sought, and 
from that of practical utility. 

It is impossible to get in touch with every 
individual who has worth while suggestions to 
offer, but the editor will be most grateful for 
any communications which may be sent to the 
A. L. A. Headquarters. I. M. C. 


OW much time is spent in your libraries 
H in poster making? Is the time spent 


justified by the results? Do you prepare 


posters for holidays, for seasons, for the 
county fair, for shop window exhibits? 

Would you like to have your posters sup- 
plied by the A.L.A. for a fee? 


There is a young artist in Chicago who is 
particularly deft in poster work, whose posters 
are on constant display in the Chicago Public 
Library and its branches. Through Mr. Roden 
it has been suggested that the A.L.A. take over 
the production and distribution of these posters 
to librarians on a large scale. They are skil- 
fully drawn, happy in color, spirited in con- 
ception. They are suitable for use anywhere. 
They could be printed in outline on a good 
grade of heavy durable cover paper and then 
colored by hand. 


If enough librarians show interest in this 
matter the A.L.A. is willing to undertake the 
service. Would you be willing to subscribe 
for a series of hand colored posters, let us 
say a series of twelve, with one to be delivered 
each month for a year? Some would be for 
holidays, some for classes of literature (Indian 
stories, travel books, etc.) and at least one 
simply to advertise the service of the library 
and to be used in connection with displays 
away from the library itself. 

The price would of course be regulated by 
the number of posters ordered and for a poster 
12 x 18” size would probably be in the neigh- 
borhood of $1.50 each. Larger posters have 
also been prepared by the artist but it is 
believed that the size mentioned above would 
be most satisfactory for general purposes. 

We shall welcome at Headquarters a free 
expression of opinion as to the feasibility of 
this project which, it appears to us, would be 
found highly satisfactory to the subscribing 
libraries since much library time would be 
saved thereby and much better results obtained 
except in those libraries fortunate enough to 
have unusual talent on the staff. 








FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 


NDER modern conditions of civilization, 

mankind at large is being provided with 
more and more leisure time. The question as 
te what shall be done with this new-found 
leisure is one of the most vital which faces 
the world to-day; and it breaks up into com- 
ponent parts which are not only of great im- 
portance but of fascinating interest. By the 
studies through which it is endeavoring to 
find a basis for co-operation in the fields of 
library service, in education and appreciation 
of the arts, in modern languages and litera- 
tures, and in adult education, the Corporation 
is endeavoring to determine its own contribu- 
tion toward a satisfactory reply, or rather toa 
series of satisfactory, if partial, replies to this 
question.”—Report of the President and the 
Treasurer, The Carnegie Corporation, Novem- 
ber 21, 1924, p. 13. 


VERY child in Los Angeles upon enter- 
K ing the third grade is taught how to 
borrow books from the library and how to 
take care of books. The children’s librarian 
visits each third-grade room and explains to 
the pupils the use of the library. Her aim 
is to arouse an interest in reading and teach 
the children to care for the books. Following 
this a letter is written to the parents urging 
their co-operation in the correct use of the 
library. In addition a leaflet, entitled “How 
to borrow books,” is distributed among the 
library’s patrons.—School Life, October, 1924. 

NLY the surface of the problem of adult 
O education has yet been scratched,” says 
Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler in his annual re- 
port as President of Columbia University. 
“Co-operation of the home, the library, the 
school and the university,” he continues, “are 
essential if the minds of mature men and 
women are not to be starved through lack 
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of intellectual nourishment and stimulus. . . 
After the work of the continuation school is 
ended, the field of adult education begins. Its 
instrument of greatest usefulness is the public 
library, and its organizing and directing force 
should be the scholarship of the university. 
Carefully planned courses of reading, attend- 
ance upon well-ordered series of lectures on 
subjects drawn from science, letters, art, pol- 
itics, and the practical business of life, sys- 
tematic visits to museums under competent 
guidance and direction, and groups formed for 
the study and discussion of particular topics 
of intellectual or ethical interest, are all agen- 
cies not only useful but indispensable if the 
mind of the adult is to be kept open, alive and 
truly informed.” 





The Permanent Blind Relief War Fund, fi- 
nanced by contributions from all nations, has 
recently issued the following titles which are 
distributed free to libraries maintaining de- 
partments for the blind, the only condition be- 
ing that in circulating them the requests from 
the war-blind shall have precedence over all 
others. In Braille, grade 1%, The three mus- 
keteers, by Dumas, in 10v. has been embossed. 
The brushwood boy, by Kipling; Short story 
writing, by Barrett, 2v; Captain Desmond V. 
C., by Diver, 4v; Four feathers, by Mason, 4v; 
The growth of the soil, by Hamsun, 5v; and 
the Mystic isles of the South Seas, by O’Brien, 
6v. have been put into Braille, grade 2. Be- 
tween 40 and 50 French titles have also been 
published and will be sent to libraries upon re- 
quest. Lists of these may be had from the 
Permanent Blind Relief War Fund, 730 Fifth 
Ave., New York City. 

The books being embossed by the United 
States Veterans Bureau in co-operation with 
the American Foundation for the Blind are 
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being distributed in a somewhat different way. 
Fifteen copies of each title are embossed for 
the use of the blind veterans who are now a 
part of the civilian population and for their 
convenience these copies are placed in five 
widely separated libraries. Additional copies 
are available for purchase from the American 
Printing House for the Blind, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. About thirty titles have been put into 
circulation and thirty-five more are to follow. 
The selection is varied and forms a most im- 
portant addition to the literature in Grade 
1%. The first book to be embossed was the 


second part of Page’s Letters, the first part 
having been put into Braille through the 
American Library Association. 





The International Institute of Agriculture 
at Rome has appointed James G. Hodgson, 
former reference librarian at the University 
of Arizona, as librarian; and Mlle. Denise 
Montel, former librarian of the Institut Colo- 
nial de Marseilles, as assistant librarian, to take 
charge of its library work, beginning January 
1925. Mr. Hodgson is a graduate of the New 
York State Library School. 


SALARY STATISTICS 


UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


The A. L. A. Committee on Salaries pre- 
sents the following table of salary statistics 
for University and College libraries. Figures 
for last year will be found in the A. L. A. 
Bulletin for May, 1924. The present list con- 
sists of the same thirty libraries appearing in 
the 1924 list. 

It should be noted that these statistics have 
been collected on the basis of salaries actually 
being paid. In a number of libraries on this 
list salary schedules have been adopted which 
provide for maximum salaries above those 
shown here. Maximums in these libraries 
have not as yet been reached but will be as 
increases are made according to schedules. 

The work of compilation this year as last 
has been done by Sydney B. Mitchell of the 
Salaries Committee. 

An analysis by Mr. Mitchell of the figures 
sent by the 30 reporting libraries shows only 
5 libraries with any decreases. Including all 
grades 6 reductions in minimums are to be 
found listed, but an explanation appended by 
one library would indicate that two reported 
are only apparent, leaving 4 real decreases in 
minimum salaries. In maximum salaries, 5 
decreases are listed, in 3 institutions. These 


are far more than counterbalanced by the 


large number of increases in the various 
grades, there being 32 of these among the 
minimum salaries and 34 among the maximum 
salaries, a very encouraging showing even 
though the amount of increase is not startling. 
Details follow. 
Department heads : 
Minimum—no decreases; 7 increases. 
Maximum—1 decrease ; 9 increases. 
Professional assistants : 
Minimum—3 decreases ; 5 increases. 
Maximum—1 decrease; 8 increases. 
Non-professional assistants : 
Minimum—l decrease ; 10 increases. 
Maximum—3 decreases ; 9 increases. 
Cataloguers : 
Minimum—2 decreases ; 10 increases. 
Maximum—no decreases; 11 increases. 


Of the 28 budgets reported, 22 show in- 
crease over previous year and of the salary 
The 
amount of increase in many budgets is con- 


totals 23 are higher than last year. 


siderably over the proportionate increase in 
salary totals indicating probably that librarians 
are trying to get their book funds up to some- 
thing like their pre-war purchasing ability. 


C. H. Compton, Chairman. 
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The dates March 27-28, 1925, have been de- © 


cided upon by the Pennsylvania Library Club 
and the New Jersey Library Association for 


the Atlantic City meeting; the place, as usual, 
the Hotel Chelsea. 


Does the woman who works for her living 
have one job or two? Does she put in a full 
day and then, as no business man would think 
of doing, care for most of her own cooking, 
laundry, housework? These are questions 
asked by the Women in Industry department 
of the W.C.T.U. of professional and non- 
professional groups throughout smaller cities 
and towns. Replies are helping form an 
opinion which will be the basis of a plan to 
alleviate conditions. Will you as a librarian 
add your experience? Write the director, 
Mrs, Laura Miller, 108 E. 17th Street, New 
York City. 


The Seattle Public Library has just ordered 
500 copies each of the A.L.A. reading courses 
on Business, Journalism, and House planning, 
interior decoration and furniture; 300 copies 
of the A.L.A. reading course on home eco- 
nomics; 500 copies of the short reading lists, 
Business books for profit and pleasure, Home 
planning, Men who have succeeded; and 1000 
copies of the Wanderlust bookshelf. 


Correction 
It was mistakenly stated in the November 


Bulletin that the new film (of “still” pictures) 
Boys and girls and books can be used in a 
moving picture machine. The film is of stand- 
ard size and can be shown in other still picture 
projecting machines beside the Brayco pro- 
jector, but not in a moving picture projector. 
The film comprises 64 pictures and “titles,” 
is non-inflammable; price $1. Distributed by 
the Bray Screen Products, Inc., 130 West 46th 
Street, New York City. 


Orders have recently been coming in for 
the Harvey Dunn poster, in quantities of 25 


to 200 copies, from public libraries of moderate 
size. 


WANTS—OFFERS 


Any institutional member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice of 
books or periodicals wanted or offered for 
sale or exchange. 


Wants 


American Library Association, 86 East 
Randolph St., Chicago, wants Frances Simp- 
son’s History of the evolution of the library. 
D. H. Lloyde and Son, Champaign, Illinois, 
publishers. 

Providence Public Library, 229 Washing- 
ton Street, Providence, R. I., William E. Fos- 
ter, librarian, wants Childhood Education, 
Sept., Oct., Nov., 1924; Elementary English 
Review, March, 1924. 


Offers 


Spring Hill College, Mobile Co., Ala- 
bama, Rev. C. A. Carbajal, librarian, offers 
for sale: Notes on the State of Virginia, by 
Thomas Jefferson, 2d American ed.; printed 
for Mat. Carey, Philadelphia, Nov. 12, 1794. 
Very good condition; Young’s Night thoughts, 
Rev. Geo. Gilfillan, D. Appleton & Co., New 
York, 1854, perfect condition, handsomely 
bound in leather; A tale of a tub, published 
by Wm. Durrell & Co., C. S. Van Winkle, 
printer, 1812, New York, good condition. 


B. Steward, Steward, Illinois, offers free 
to any library which will pay transportation: 
Harpers Magazine, about 1884 to date, the 
series in whole or in part. 


The University of Wyoming Library, 
Laramie, Wyoming, Reba Davis, librarian, of- 
fers for sale American Mathematical Society 
Bulletin Vol. 11-13, 15-17, General Index 1891- 
1904 and General Index Vol. 11-20. 


POSITIONS OPEN 


Any institutional member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a brief notice of li- 
brary positions open. 

Wanted: Competent librarian, possessing 
good health, initiative and energy. Experi- 
enced in technical business library work. Well 
founded in cataloging. Address X, American 
Library Association, 86 E. Randolph Street, 
Chicago. 




















Ready in March 


County Library Service 
By Harriet C. Long of the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 


mission. A history and manual of county library service. 
Describes county libraries at work in varying communities. 
Tells what steps to take to establish and develop a smoothly 
working system. Discusses practically every problem likely 
to confront the community or worker interested in developing 
rural book service. 


Illus., cloth, $1.75. May be ordered at once. 


Booklist Books 1924 


A selection of 200 titles and notes from the 1924 Booklist. 
Represents the librarians’ final verdict as to the best books of 
the year for public library use. Valuable to women’s club 
groups, teachers and other library patrons. Published as 
usual in two forms to meet the demand for circulation copies 
as well as copies for the librarian’s desk. 


Prices: In heavy paper cover, 45c. Without cover (for 
advance orders only) 10 copies, $2.50; 25, $4; 50, $7; 100 or 
more, 10c each. Advance orders, for edition without cover, 
accepted only until March 1. 
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Viewpoints in Modern Drama. By F. K. W. Drury of 
| the Brown University Library. A list of 368 plays with 
sprightly annotations and with all the acting facts needed by 
amateur producers. Uniform with but somewhat longer than 
others of the “Viewpoints” series. Price to be announced. 
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American Library Association 
86 East Randolph Street Chicago, Illinois 
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A Message from the President 


To the Members of the American Library 
Association: 


The activities of the A.L.A. are of vital in- 
terest to every working librarian however hum- 
ble the position he or she may occupy. Weare 
all now using tools and methods that have re- 
sulted from previous activities of organized 
librarianship as represented by the A.L.A. and 
other associations. But never in its past his- 
tory has the A.L.A. had such a tremendous 
opportunity for improving our tools and 
methods as is now before it, and when the 
thoughtless librarian asks the questions, why 
should I join the A.L.A.? what do I get out 
of it? it should be made clear to him that<he 
instruments and methods used by him in earn- 
ing his living have very largely been brought 
into existence through the A.L.A. and that it 
is his duty to support the Association by active 
membership so that he can help to hand on to 
his successors better tools and better methods 
than he is now using. Even those who are in 
the service temporarily, for a short period, 
should during that period become members of 
the A.L.A. and to that extent bring a little 
nearer the objectives of organized librarian- 
ship, and pay a little of the debt they too owe 
to organized librarianship. 


H. H. B. MEYER 


























